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Health  Department, 

Berkeley  Chambers, 

Gloucester. 

June,  1962. 

To  the  Chairman  and.  Members  of 

the  Health  Committee. 

Madam,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  population  increase  continued  during  the  past  year  and  as  the  Registrar  General  had  the  advantage 
of  preliminary  figures  from  the  1961  census,  a more  realistic  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  was 
possible.  There  must  have  been  under  estimates  over  the  past  few  years  as  the  increase  was  17,000,  as 
against  averages  of  about  half  that  in  previous  years.  This  had  been  fairly  obvious  in  the  provision  of 
personal  services,  as  in  the  areas  of  the  county  where  the  populations  were  increasing  we  had  difficulty  in 
carrying  out  the  necessary  work  with  the  existing  staff  and  buildings.  Although  there  has  been  a slight 
fall  in  the  birth  rate,  it  is  still  higher  than  the  national  average  and  the  number  of  births  was  again  the 
greatest  ever  recorded  in  this  county.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  of  total  live  births  is  slightly 
less  than  in  previous  years  and  less  than  the  national  average,  but  when  more  detailed  figures  are  received 
from  the  Registrar  General  there  does  not  seem  much  doubt  that  they  will  show  that  the  average  age  of 
unmarried  mothers  has  become  progressively  lower.  This,  of  course,  is  true  of  the  age  of  all  mothers  and 
is  associated  with  earlier  maturity,  earlier  marriages  and  increased  prosperity  due  to  full  employment. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  rose  slightly  but  is  still  well  below  the  national  average.  The  dangers 
surrounding  the  birth  of  a child,  in  association  with  the  complications  of  the  later  ante-natal  life  of  the 
foetus,  birth  itself  and  the  immediate  condition  after  birth,  are  best  statistically  shown  by  the  peri-natal 
mortality  rate.  This  rate  is  also  slightly  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  is  still  need  for  vigilance 
in  the  care  of  the  expectant  mother  and  a good  deal  of  our  responsibility  in  the  Local  Health  Authority 
Services,  as  part  of  the  obstetric  team,  must  continue  to  be  devoted  to  this  matter.  Quite  shortly,  still  too 
many  babies  are  born  dead  or  die  shortly  after  birth. 

The  death  rate  was  about  the  same  as  last  year  with  heart  disease  as  the  commonest  cause  of  death* 
Cancer  came  next  with  cancer  of  the  lung  responsible  for  188  deaths  in  this  county.  This  is  only  six  more 
than  in  the  previous  year  but  nearly  twice  as  many  as  in  1951  out  of  only  a slightly  smaller  number  of 
deaths.  The  lung  cancer  death  rate  is  not  as  high  as  the  national  average  but  as  a predominantly  rural 
county  this  is  not  unexpected.  The  majority  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  age  group  45-64,  whereas  the 
majority  of  the  deaths  of  other  forms  of  cancer  were  in  the  age  group  65  and  over.  No  community  can 
afford  to  lose  persons  in  middle  age  and  late  middle  age  if  it  is  to  remain  a community  of  experienced  and 
virile  persons,  any  more  than  it  can  afford  to  lose  young  persons.  This  fact  in  itself  is  sufficient  to  urge  the 
necessity  of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  everybody  the  relationship  of  lung  cancer  and  heavy  cigarette  smoking. 

A meeting  was  held  with  head  teachers  of  primary  and  secondary  schools  and  although  there  was  not 
complete  unanimity,  the  general  impression  was  that  to  emphasise  the  dangers  of  cigarette  smoking  to 
children  of  secondary  school  age  was  leaving  the  matter  too  late  as  an  appreciable  proportion  of  secondary 
children  were  already  smoking.  It  was  considered  that  it  would  be  better  to  bring  this  danger  to  the 
attention  of  children  in  their  last  year  at  the  primary  schools  when  they  were  perhaps  more  impressionable 
and  had  not  already  started  smoking.  Arrangements  were  made  to  see  that  head  teachers  of  primary  schools 
had  available  the  facilities  of  our  health  education  arrangements  in  this  as  well  as  other  important  aspects 
of  health  propaganda. 

Although  there  was  no  influenza  epidemic  in  1961,  the  number  of  persons  certified  as  dying  from  this 
disease  was  97  against  15  in  the  previous  year  ; 82  of  these  were  in  the  age  group  65  years  and  over. 
Correspondingly  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia,  277  as  against  209  ; 
three  quarters  of  these  were  in  the  age  group  65  years  and  over. 


3 


The  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  21  ; over  the  last  three  years  the  numbers 
have  been  24,  22,  21.  There  were  none  under  the  age  of  45,  The  number  of  notifications,  however,  showed 
a sharp  decline  from  194  to  162.  I specially  referred  to  the  value  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  my  report  of 
last  year  but  still  not  enough  children  are  being  protected  although  about  three  quarters  of  all  children  in 
the  12  year  old  group  were  protected  in  1961. 

The  acceptance  rate  for  immunisation  and  vaccination  shows  a slight  improvement  except  against 
smallpox.  The  outbreak  in  Bradford  at  the  end  of  the  year  will  have  altered  the  position  in  relation  to  1962. 

Protective  inoculation  against  disease  continued  to  take  a lot  of  medical  time  and  although  the 
acceptance  rate  has  generally  improved,  there  should  be  no  complacency  as  higher  acceptance  is  still  a 
matter  of  urgency.  With  regard  to  poliomyelitis,  84%  of  persons  under  the  age  of  19  have  been  vaccinated 
but  only  44%  of  those  between  19  and  40.  In  spite  of  this  we  had  four  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  one  more 
than  last  year. 

There  were  a number  of  developments  in  the  care  of  children,  one  of  which  was  the  testing  of  urine 
for  phenylketonuria.  If  this  condition  is  recognised  in  the  early  days  of  infancy,  a few  cases  of  severe 
mental  retardation  can  be  prevented.  It  is  a very  rare  disease  estimated  variously  between  one  in  12,000 
and  one  in  24,000  of  all  children  born.  The  testing  is  a very  simple  procedure  and  not  very  time  consuming, 
but  if  once  in  three  years  we  prevent  a child  from  becoming  a mental  defective,  the  scheme  is  obviously 
worth  while.  So  far  no  positive  case  in  an  infant  has  been  found  in  this  county  by  routine  urine  testing. 

In  the  Autumn  we  had  to  prepare  a scheme  to  ensure  that  children  under  the  age  of  one  had  available 
to  them  a safe  milk  in  the  event  of  Nuclear  testing  causing  contamination  of  fresh  liquid  milk.  Fortunately 
the  scheme  did  not  have  to  be  put  into  operation,  but  the  help  and  readiness  of  all  the  voluntary  workers 
of  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  was  invaluable  and  would  have  ensured  that  every  child  in  the  County  would 
have  a proper  supply  of  dried  or  tinned  evaporated  milk  during  possible  danger  periods.  Thanks  have  been 
expressed  to  the  ladies  concerned  but  should  be  recorded  here. 

It  is  pleasing  to  see  the  development  of  mothers’  clubs.  At  one  time  it  was  thought  that  with  an  expansion 
in  this  direction  Child  Welfare  Centres  might  become  unnecessary.  The  reverse  seems  to  be  the  position 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  as  shown  by  the  number  of  children  attending,  are  becoming  more  popular 
than  ever. 

1961  was  an  encouraging  year  for  dental  care  as  we  had  a successful  year  in  the  recruitment  of  dental 
officers,  although  we  still  need  more.  Dental  health  education,  particularly  in  advice  against  the  frequent 
eating  of  sweet  and  sticky  foods,  has  been  extended  and  the  county  scheme  has  been  noted  nationally. 

The  number  of  persons  conveyed  by  the  Ambulance  Service  continues  to  increase  both  for  hospital 
out-patients  and  attendances  at  our  own  training  centres  for  subnormal  persons  and  occupation  centres 
for  the  physically  handicapped. 

The  Chiropody  Service  expanded  during  the  year  by  the  appointment  of  additional  whole  time  and 
part-time  chiropodists.  Full  recruitment  to  establishment,  however,  was  not  possible  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  the  position  has  completely  changed  as  we  have  lost  three  whole  time  chiropodists 
and  part-time  chiropodists  are  not  easily  available.  During  the  year  a mobile  chiropody  clinic  was  brought 
into  use  and  its  value  v/as  immediately  apparent. 

The  Home  Help  Service  continues  to  expand  and  with  the  increasing  average  age  of  the  population 
and  a greater  demand  for  attendance  at  home  confinements,  it  is  difficult  to  forecast  the  date  by  which 
further  expansion  will  not  be  required. 

The  new  arrangements  in  the  Mental  Health  Service  are  beginning  to  consolidate  but  as  yet  we  have 
not  been  able  to  provide  residential  accommodation.  The  general  impression  is  that  the  need  for  hostels 
may  not  be  as  urgent  as  was  at  first  considered,  but  the  expansion  of  training  centres  for  subnormal  persons 
over  the  age  of  16  is  a matter  of  urgency. 

In  the  care  of  handicapped  persons  provision  of  clubs  by  voluntary  bodies  and  occupation  centres 
are  growing  points  in  this  service. 
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Health  education  is  referred  to  only  briefly  in  the  report.  Its  organisation  was  taking  up  half  the  time 
of  the  Deputy  Superintendent  Health  Visitor.  As  a result  it  was  decided  to  appoint  a full  time  Health 
Education  Officer  to  commence  duty  in  1962. 

The  report  of  Dr  Tinkler  on  venereal  disease  is  not  pleasing  reading.  The  increases  referred  to  in 
certain  large  centres  of  population  have  not  yet  seriously  affected  this  county,  although  it  will  be  noted 
that  there  were  nearly  three  times  more  cases  of  gonorrhoea  last  year  than  in  1956  and  the  trend  is  that  the 
infection  is  occurring  in  the  younger  age  groups. 

This  year  I have  been  able  to  include  more  reports  by  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  county.  These  show  steady  improvements  in  water  supply  and  sewerage 
arrangements  and  some  improvement  in  slum  clearance.  The  clearance  of  slums  in  some  parts  of  the  county 
is  still  very  slow  and  is  no  doubt  affected  by  the  high  cost  of  replacement  dwellings.  It  must  never  be 
forgotten  that  the  main  principles  of  prevention  of  illness  depend  upon  a pure  and  wholesome  water  supply 
and  the  removal  of  waste  as  quickly  and  as  far  as  possible  from  dwellings  which  are  free  of  sanitary  defects. 
The  provision  of  all  our  personal  health  services  could  rapidly  become  nullified  if  the  primary  principles 
of  environmental  hygiene  are  not  complied  with. 

Throughout  the  report  the  work  of  many  voluntary  bodies  who  assist  the  county  in  their  responsibilities 
is  referred  to.  We  cannot  overrate  the  assistance  they  give  us  and  I am  sure  that  the  Council  will  support 
me  in  my  thanks  to  them.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Committee  and  officers  of  other  departments  for 
their  support.  This  report  shows  work  to  which  every  member  of  the  department  has  contributed  and 
my  thanks  are  also  due  to  them. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Geo.  F.  Bramley, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STAFF 


as  at  31st  December,  1961 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal 

School  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  G.  F.  Bramley,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 

Deputy  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  W.  Davidson-Lamb,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Medical  Officer,  Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Elizabeth  M.  Sefton,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.C.H., 

L.M.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Medical  Officer,  School  Health  Service  B.  Nicholson,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.T.M.,  Hy.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of 

Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  ...  M.  J.  Gryspeerdt,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  School 
Medical  Officers 


District  Medical  Officers  of  Health 

(also  Divisional  Medical  Officers  of  Health) 


Chest  Physicians  (part-time) 
Principal  Dental  Officer 


Katherine  E.  M.  Allen,  M.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Sheila  M.  E.  Grew,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Catherine  E.  Hignell,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Jean  N.  Moore,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Mary  P.  S.  Seacome,  M.A.,  B.M.,  B.Ch. 

J.  H.  Joshua,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
Nora  E.  Senior,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Audrey  M.  Walker,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

R.  F.  Barclay,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

W.  J.  D.  Cooper,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

A.  T.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

S.  Knight,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

W.  A.  Knox,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

F.  J.  D.  Knights,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 

R.  A.  Craig,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 

J.  F.  A.  Smyth,  L.D.S. 


} 


Temporary 


Area  Dental  Officer 


J.  P.  B.  Pengelly,  L.D.S. 


Orthodontists 
Dental  Officers  ... 


Dental  Hygienist 


G.  D.  Everard,  L.D.S. 

Mrs  J.  M.  Popplewell,  L.D.S.  (part-time) 
Miss  V.  Allwood,  L.D.S. 

D.  N.  de  Gruyther,  L.D.S. 

W.  M.  Ellis,  L.D.S. 

A.  J.  Lane,  L.D.S. 

J.  A.  MacPhail 

Mrs  D.  W.  Squires,  L.D.S. 

D.  A.  Thomas,  L.D.S. 

G.  N.  Willetts,  L.D.S. 

10  part-time  officers 
Miss  H.  B.  Collins 


Dental  Health  Education  Officer  ...  ...  Miss  M.  D.  Ryley 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  ...  ...  ...  Miss  E.  K.  N.  Cumming 
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Deputy  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
Health  Visitors  ... 

Health  Visitor  Tutor 

County  Nursing  Association  : 
Secretary 
Superintendent 
Assistant  Superintendents 

Orthopaedic  After-Care  Sisters 

Mental  Health  Home  Teacher  ... 
Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officers 


Mental  Welfare  Officers 


Supervisors  of  Training  Centres 
Assistant  Supervisors  of  Training  Centres 
Dental  Surgery  Assistants 

County  Public  Health  Officer  ... 
Assistant  County  Public  Health  Officer 
County  Ambulance  Officer 
County  Home  Help  Organiser  ... 

Area  Home  Help  Organisers 

Social  Welfare  Officers — Blind 

Deaf  ... 
Physically 
Handicapped 

Welfare  Assistants 

Home  Teachers  for  the  Blind  ... 

Occupational  Therapists 

Chief  Chiropodist 


Miss  F.  E.  Fortnam 
71  in  number 
Miss  R.  Atkinson 

R.  C.  Brain 
. . . Miss  M.  A.  Bach 
Miss  C.  M.  Allison 
Miss  C.  E.  Brownhill 
163  District  Nurse/Midwives 
11  part-time 
Mrs  M.  G.  Brancher 
Miss  E.  M.  Hunter 
Miss  V.  Leake 
Miss  N.  Long 
Mrs  E.  M.  Barnes 

..  D.  S.  Bayliss 
R.  T.  Ireland 
F.  H.  Livesey 

D.  W.  Parker 
A.  E.  Poyser 

A.  G.  Corlett 
L.  D.  Mann 

B.  F.  Rice 

Miss  P.  J.  Wakefield 

E.  Wentworth  ^1 

„ T wr-  1 r part-time 

F.  L.  Wintle  J * 

5 in  number 

. . 24  in  number 

14  whole-time  and 
14  part-time 

..  S.  B.  J.  Davies,  A.R.S.H.,  F.P.H.I.A. 

..  P.  McCandlish,  C.P.H.I.E.J.B. 

..  W.  C.  Virgo,  O.B.E. 

. . Mrs  H.  K.  Paine 

1 1 in  number 

Miss  B.  M.  J.  Saunders 
..  Miss  E.  D.  Galbraith 

..  Mrs  D.  M.  Parsons 
4 in  number 

6 in  number 

Miss  F.  M.  Parsons 
Miss  I.  M.  Stewart 
Miss  M.  D.  Warren 
Mrs  P.  Williams 
..  D.  E.  Boden 
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Senior  Chiropodists 

Part-Time  Chiropodists 

...  R.  W.  Gleave 

W.  S.  Robertson 

12  in  number 

Administrative  Officer  ... 

W.  T.  Winstone 

Senior  Administrative  Assistants 

...  A.  Hudson 

A.  F.  Poyser 

F.  B.  Wilton 

DELEGATED  AUTHORITY — BOROUGH  OF  CHELTENHAM 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  T.  O.  P.  D.  Lawson,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  D.R.C.O.G. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

...  P.  M.  Lambert,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Area  Dental  Officer 

...  J.  S.  MacLachlan,  L.D.S. 

Dental  Officer 

...  A.  W.  McCarthy,  L.D.S. 

Health  Visitors  ... 

io  in  number 

Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer  ... 

...  G.  H.  Watts 

Assistant  Home  Help  Organisers 

...  2 

Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind  ... 

I 

Welfare  Assistant 

I 

SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  COUNTY 


Area  (in  acres)  : — 

Urban  ... 

Rural 


24,179 

749,131 

773,3io 


Population  : — 


Registrar-General’s  Estimate  (Mid-year,  1961)  : — 
Urban 

•••  •••  •••  , , 

Rural  


169,580 

328,400 

497,980 


Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1961) 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


£6,307,837 

£25,710 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  : — 

Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


8,708 

386 


Total  9,094 


Rate  per  1,000  population 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Still-births 

* * * •••  •••  , » . ••• 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 

Total  live  and  still-births  

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 

Infant  mortality  rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births)  

* * * * * * * • • • * • • • • ...  ... 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


18.26 

4.24 

136 

14.73 

9,230 

172 

18.91 

18.94 

18.13 

13.86 

12.43 

27.08 

1 

0.12 
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i.  Live  Birth  Rate 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  1961  was  18.26  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  18.36  in 
i960. 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  figures  for  the  past  five  years  : — 


1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

Urban  ... 

16.72 

16.99 

17.47 

19.04 

18.09 

Rural  ... 

16.24 

17.18 

17.14 

18.01 

18.35 

Administrative  County 

16.40 

17. 11 

17.25 

18.36 

18.26 

England  and  Wales  ... 

16.4 

16.4 

16.5 

17.1 

17.4 

2,  Death  Rate 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  10.9  per  1,000  of  population  as  compared  with  a rate  of  10.83  last 

year. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  County  during  1961  was  5,430  and  chief  causes  of  death  are  shown 
in  the  following  table. 


Whole 

Percentage  of 

* 

Urban 

Rural 

County 

total  deaths 

Whole 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

R.ate 

No. 

Rate 

Urban 

Rural 

County 

Heart  Disease 

656 

3-87 

1,226 

3-73 

1,882 

3.78 

33-35 

35-40 

34.66 

Cancer 

Vascular  lesion 

346 

2.04 

596 

1. 81 

942 

1.89 

17-59 

17.21 

17-35 

of  nervous 
system 

266 

i-57 

504 

i-53 

770 

i-55 

13.52 

14-55 

14.18 

Pneumonia 
Other  Circula- 

121 

•7i 

156 

.48 

277 

.56 

6.15 

4-50 

5.10 

tory  Diseases 

88 

.52 

157 

.48 

245 

•49 

4-47 

4-53 

4.51 

Bronchitis 

85 

.50 

hi 

•33 

196 

•39 

4-32 

3.21 

3.61 

Accidents 

63 

•37 

121 

•37 

184 

•37 

3.20 

3-49 

3-39 
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3.  Infantile  Mortality 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  was  18.91.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 
period  was  21.4. 


Year 

Urban 

Rural 

Whole  County 

Rate  for  England 
and  Wales 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1954 

65 

27 

109 

23 

174 

24 

25 

1955 

58 

24 

109 

23 

167 

24 

24 

1956 

52 

21 

94 

19 

146 

19 

23 

1957 

57 

22 

112 

22 

169 

22 

23 

1958 

59 

22 

99 

18 

158 

19 

22 

1959 

54 

19 

90 

16 

144 

17 

22 

i960 

48 

15 

108 

18 

156 

17 

21 

1961 

59 

19 

113 

18 

172 

18 

21 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  COUNTY 
1.  Laboratory  Facilities 

(a)  The  arrangements  for  laboratory  facilities  for  the  undertaking  of  Public  Health  bacteriological 
and  pathological  work  remain  the  same  as  for  last  year. 

(b)  REPORT  OF  E.  G.  WHITTLE,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  PUBLIC  ANALYST 


Summary  of  Examinations 

Milks 

Food  and  Drugs 
Waters  and  Swimming  Baths 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 
Miscellaneous  ... 


Atmospheric  Pollution  : 

Lead  peroxide 
Deposit  gauge  ... 

Spectrophotometric  samples  ... 
Chlorination  visits  and  inspections  ... 


...  781 

• • • 533 

148 

74 

73 


1,609 


58 

57 

93 

112 


320 


Grand  Total 


1,929 


II 


Summary  of  Milk  Analyses 


Fat  deficient  and  added  water 

1 

Fat  deficient  ... 

17 

Added  water  ... 

10 

Abnormal  solids-not-fat 

35 

Poor  quality  fat.  Just  less  than  3 per  cent.  ... 

6 

Suspicious.  Low  S.N.F.  and  freezing  point 

5 

Channel  Island  satisfactory  ... 

143 

Channel  Island  unsatisfactory 

3 

Channel  Island,  poor  quality 

1 

Total  Milks 

781 

Formal  samples 

...  369 

M.M.B.  Contract 

8 

M.M.B.  Contract.  Poor  quality 

— 

M.M.B.  Contract.  S.N.F.  abnormal 

1 

Appeal  to  cow 

. . . — 

Thus  of  781  samples,  35  were  abnormal  in  respect  of  solids-not-fat,  that  is  they  gave  figures  below 
8.5  per  cent  but  the  freezing  point  depression  did  not  indicate  added  water. 

The  position  in  respect  of  Channel  Island  Milks  with  143  samples  and  only  3 unsatisfactory  and  one 
of  poor  quality  is  very  satisfactory. 

Of  638  Ordinary  Milks,  17  were  deficient  in  fat,  10  contained  added  water,  one  contained  added 
water  and  was  also  fat  deficient,  6 were  of  poor  quality  and  5 were  returned  as  suspicious  with  solids-not-fat 
below  8.5  per  cent  and  borderline  freezing  points. 


Adulteration  and  otherwise  irregular  samples  other  than  milks 

A whiskey  bar,  a confection  containing  some  12  per  cent  w/w  of  alcohol  per  sweet  was  with  similar 
confections  the  subject  of  correspondence  with  the  Excise  authority.  Such  sweets  can  now  only  be  sold 
from  licensed  premises. 

A sample  of  Peanuts  coated  with  chocolate  was  found  to  contain  in  all  0.86  g.  of  soft  ferruginous 
sandstone,  probably  harvested  with  the  nuts.  No  harmful  effects  are  likely  on  ingestion  of  such  material. 

A foreign  body  alleged  to  have  been  found  in  a tart  in  a works  canteen  was  shown  to  be  a mushroom 
headed  bolt.  It  was  most  likely  that  the  bolt  was  cooked  in  the  tart. 

Foreign  bodies  in  bread  were  shown  to  be  a whole  wasp  with  other  fragments  of  wing  and  legs  of 
wasps.  The  position  and  appearance  of  these  bodies  suggested  that  they  had  been  baked  with  the  loaf. 

Five  packets  of  rice  contained  webbing  and  excreta. 

A cough  syrup  contained  a total  of  1/5  grain  of  morphine.  Since  it  is  well  known  that  children  do  not 
tolerate  morphine  well  it  was  thought  advisable  to  indicate  that  the  syrup  was  for  adult  use  only.  The 
manufacturers  agreed  to  a suitable  cautionary  note  on  future  printings  of  the  label. 

Stomach  and  Liver  Herbs  were  stated  to  contain  among  other  herbs  both  ginger  and  calumba,  but 
neither  could  be  detected  microscopically.  Six  ingredients  were  each  stated  to  be  20  per  cent,  a total  of 
120  per  cent — an  impossibility. 

An  informal  sample  of  marzipan  contained  not  more  than  12.5  per  cent  of  ground  almonds  and  a 
formal  sample  only  1 1 per  cent  of  ground  almonds.  25  per  cent  of  ground  almonds  is  a not  unreasonable 
minimum  requirement  and  these  samples  were  returned  as  adulterated. 
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Waters,  Effluents,  etc. 

Mains  supplies  (Public  and  Private)  ...  ...  27 

Wells,  boreholes,  springs,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  45 

Streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Seepage  1 

Sewage  and  Trade  effluents 25 

Swimming  Pools  and  Baths 41 


148 


Seventy-two  samples  of  drinking  water  were  examined.  Fifty  were  satisfactory,  the  remainder 
possessed  undesirable  features  from  a chemical  point  of  view. 


2.  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

(I)  Health  Centre,  Cheltenham 

General  Practitioner  Consultations 
Treatment  and  Casualties 
Attendances — Child  Welfare 

Ante  and  Post  Natal 

Foot  Clinic 


..  17,438 
••  3)597 
••  4)857 

• • 1,233 

103 


Total  27,228 


(II)  Care  of  Mothers 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Twenty-two  General  Practitioners  hold  Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  4 Local  Health  Authority  premises  for 
their  own  patients  and  in  some  instances  those  of  their  colleagues  by  arrangement.  The  Midwife  and 
Health  Visitor  who  will  later  attend  and  visit  the  mother  are  present  at  these  sessions,  thus  ensuring  the 
continuity  of  care  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  mother.  Other  General  Practitioners  hold  clinics  in  their 
own  surgeries  at  which  the  local  Midwife  attends,  and  20  Midwives  hold  their  own  clinic  sessions.  Other 
patients  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  of  the  hospital  at  which  they  are  booked. 

Improved  ante-natal  care  is  reflected  in  the  future  health  of  the  mother  and  a reduction  of  the  still 
birth  and  early  infant  death  rate.  To  this  end  and  because  the  patient  may  be  receiving  ante-natal  care 
from  more  than  one  person,  the  greatest  co-operation  is  required  by  all  the  attendants  concerned,  and  in 
this  respect  the  ante-natal  co-operation  card  is  of  the  greatest  importance. 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes  are  held  at  27  centres  in  the  County.  A new  class  was  started  at 
Berkeley  during  the  year  and  the  one  at  Tetbury  revived.  One  class  is  held  in  a General  Practitioner’s 
surgery.  624  sessions  were  held  and  946  new  mothers  made  4,682  attendances  during  the  year.  These 
classes  are  designed  to  help  the  mother  during  her  confinement,  the  post-natal  period,  and  also  during 
the  baby’s  infancy  and  childhood. 

(b)  Arrangements  for  Confinement 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  was  9,246,  an  increase  of  302.  Notified  institutional  births 
numbered  6,133—66.3%,  and  domiciliary  births  numbered  3,113—33.7%.  A small  increase  is  noted  in 
the  percentage  of  institutional  births.  This  is  chiefly  due  to  the  awareness  of  possible  minor  abnormalities, 
with  which  the  mother’s  are  more  safely  delivered  in  a hospital. 
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Social  enquiries  were  made  into  2,408  applications  for  hospital  confinement.  Home  conditions  were 
considered  satisfactory  in  247 — 10.3%  of  the  cases. 

In  207  cases  a hospital  booking  was  necessary  for  delivery  only.  In  these  cases  investigation  revealed 
satisfactory  home  conditions  for  early  discharge  in  180  cases. 

(d)  Care  of  Mother  and  Illegitimate  Child 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-six  illegitimate  births  were  registered. 

The  Gloucester  and  Bristol  Diocesan  Associations  for  Moral  Welfare  Work  receive  direct  grants 
from  the  Health  Committee  and  undertake  the  social  work  in  selected  cases. 

A great  deal  is  written  and  spoken  regarding  teenage  morals  and  the  unmarried  mother.  The  problem 
must  be  viewed  in  the  proper  perspective.  In  1961  4.24%  of  births  in  Gloucestershire  were  illegitimate 
compared  with  4.25%  in  i960  ; this  is  the  lowest  rate  recorded  in  the  County  for  the  last  10  years,  but 
is  still  too  high  and  continued  efforts  must  be  maintained  to  reduce  it.  Advice  and  information  often  so 
readily  and  indiscriminately  given  on  all  sides  can  be  confusing  ; let  us  give  parents  dignity,  confidence  and 
encouragement  in  their  rightful  task  of  family  building  and  educating  their  own  children  for  life. 

Number  of  new  cases  dealt  with  : — 

Gloucester  Diocese,  excluding  Cheltenham  Borough  193 
Cheltenham  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Parts  of  County  in  Bristol  Deanery  ...  ...  ...  53 


336 


St  Catherine’ s Home , Cheltenham 

The  home  has  been  full  throughout  the  year.  73  unmarried  mothers  and  babies  were  admitted, 
50  being  County  cases.  The  average  length  of  stay  was  32  days  before  confinement  and  30  days  after 
confinement. 


(Ill)  Care  of  Children 


(a)  Home  Visiting 


Summary  of  home  visits  during  the  year  : 


Number  of  Children  under  5 visited 
Children  under  1 year — First  visit  . . . 

Total  visits 

Children  1 - 2 — Number  of  Visits  ... 
Children  2 - 5 — Number  of  Visits  . . . 
Total  visits 


Health  Visitor 
36,858 
9,899 
58,010 
23,950 
50,806 
132,766 


Part-time 
Health  Visitors 
6,011 
1,097 
12,157 
4,296 
8,153 
24,606 


157,372 


Routine  testing  for  Phenylketonuria  was  started  in  May,  1961.  This  condition  can  give  rise  to  very 
severe  mental  retardation  unless  it  is  recognised  early.  By  recognising  the  defect  at  the  age  of  six  weeks 
and  instituting  a special  diet,  an  affected  child  is  enabled  to  develop  normally  both  physically  and  mentally. 
The  urine  of  babies  aged  six  weeks  is  tested  by  the  Health  Visitor  and  the  result  recorded  on  the  child’s 
health  visiting  card.  The  urine  of  4,408  babies  was  tested  ; 164  children  could  not  be  traced  or  were  not 
available  at  the  appropriate  time,  and  in  9 instances  the  parents  refused  to  have  the  examination.  No 
positive  cases  have  been  discovered  so  far. 


(b)  Child  Welfare  Centres 

Theie  are  now  109  static  cdiild  Welfare  Centres.  Four  new  static  Welfare  Centres  were  opened  during 
the  >eai.  Flie  centres  at  Longwell  Green  and  Wdolaston  had  previously  been  served  by  the  mobile  clinic, 
but  upon  completion  of  a suitable  hall  a static  centre  became  possible.  The  centres  at  Warden  Hill  and 
Tutshill  serve  new  housing  areas. 

The  itinerary  for  the  mobile  clinics  has  been  revised  and  they  now  attend  64  centres  during  the  month. 
In  sparsely  populated  areas  the  clinic  stops  at  3 or  4 villages  a day,  thus  bringing  the  services  to  some 
mothers  who  would  not  otherwise  be  able  to  attend  a clinic  at  all.  In  many  clinics  mothers  are  seen  on  an 
appointment  system. 

An  Anticipatoiy  Guidance  Clinic  was  started  at  Downend  in  February,  196L  Here  children  with 
behaviour  difficulties  are  seen  by  a child  psychiatrist  following  referral  from  the  family  doctor  or  the  clinic 
doctor  or  health  visitor  with  the  child’s  general  practitioner’s  consent.  The  clinic  operates  once  a month 
and  30  new  children  have  been  seen. 

During  tne  year  the  ladies  of  the  Gloucestershire  Federation  of  Child  Welfare  Centres  have  continued 
to  maintain  the  lay  work  of  the  107  affiliated  static  Child  Welfare  Centres  with  kindness  and  efficiency. 
The  voluntary  committees  also  co-operated  and  helped  in  the  preparations  for  the  possible  emergency 
distribution  of  clean  milk  after  the  Russian  Atomic  Tests.  These  preparations  proved  to  be  unnecessary 
but  showed  once  again  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  these  voluntary  workers  to  whom  great  thanks  are  due. 


Number  of  sessions  per  month 

No.  of  children  who  first  attended  under  age  of  1 year 
Total  number  of  children  who  attended 
Total  number  of  attendances  : — 

Under  1 year 

Over  1 year  and  under  2 years  ... 

Over  2 years  and  under  5 years 


1961 

i960 

366 

333 

7,420 

6,977 

22,107 

19,721 

64,538 

62,671 

22,641 

22,059 

28,830 

28,171 

Percentage  of  children  who  attend  a welfare  centre  and  were  born  in 

Live  Births 

1961  6,246  attended  9,246 

i960  6,310  attended  8,843 

1956-1959  9,55i  attended  30,729 


67% 

7i% 

3i% 


It  is  satiisfactory  to  notice  the  increasing  attendance  of  children  above  the  age  of  1 year. 


Mothers ’ Clubs 


Four  new  clubs  opened  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  17  in  the  County.  These  clubs  are  started 
at  the  request  of  the  mothers  themselves  and  run  by  a Mothers’  Committee  helped  by  the  Health  Visitor. 
The  membership  of  these  clubs  is  very  enthusiastic.  At  least  50%  of  the  talks  and  discussions  are  devoted 
to  matters  of  health  and  the  upbringing  of  children.  They  are  focal  points  for  Health  Education. 

(c)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

Welfare  foods  were  available  at  166  child  welfare  centres  (fixed  and  mobile),  40  shops,  26  houses  and 
20  part-time  offices  with  paid  assistance  and  distributions  were  : 

National  Dried  Milk  Cod  Liver  Oil  Orange  Juice  Vitamins  A & D Tablets 

(Tins)  (Bottles)  (Bottles)  (Packets) 

91,313  (II4GI9)  23,288  (33.433)  173.624  (286,716)  19,806  (27,941) 

The  i960  figures  are  shown  within  brackets. 

There  has  been  a falling  off  of  welfare  foods  since  the  prices  were  increased  in  June. 

The  help  given  by  the  volunteers,  whether  in  child  welfare  centres  or  their  own  houses  or  business 
premises,  is  very  much  appreciated. 
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C d ) Day  Nurseries 

The  3 day  nurseries  have  had  a busy  year  and  note  a changing  pattern  of  work.  Fewer  young  babies 
are  now  admitted  but  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  over  2,  many  of  whom  are  short  stay 
cases.  Primarily  the  nurseries  are  provided  for  the  children  of  unmarried  mothers,  widows,  widowers,  etc. 
A number  of  children  attend  because  of  parental  illness  ; others  attend  because  of  partial  handicap  or  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  child  or  anticipatory  guidance  clinic. 


T otal  number  of  nursery  places 
Number  of  Children  on  Register  at  December  31st 
Average  daily  attendances  during  year 
Training  of  Nursery  Students 


under  2 

37 

2 - 5 

68 

under  2 

30 

2 - 5 

88 

under  1 

26 

2 - 5 

7i 

Out  of  38  applicants  18  students  were  accepted  for  training.  All  the  17  students  who  finished  their 
training  during  the  year  were  successful  in  the  National  Nursery  Examination  Board  examination. 


(IV)  Recuperative  Holiday  Homes 


Twelve  mothers  went  away  for  a recuperative  holiday  and  were  accompanied  by  33  children.  Nine 
children  under  the  age  of  5 years  were  sent  away  to  convalescent  homes. 


(V)  Problem  Families 

Ten  new  families  were  considered  by  the  Officers’  Co-ordinating  Committee  and  20  families  continued 
under  supervision.  In  many  cases  help  is  possible  in  the  early  stages  at  local  level  by  the  Health  Visitor 
and  Welfare  Worker,  so  preventing  the  family  breakdown.  In  many  cases,  however,  the  causative  factors 
are  multiple  and  rehabilitation  is  a laborious  process  requiring  aid  from  all  the  social  agencies  under  the 
direction  of  the  Co-ordinating  Committee. 

(VI)  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948 

No  n ew  Day  Nurseries  have  been  registered.  14  registered  daily  minders  can  offer  places  to  72 
children. 


(VII)  Infant  Deaths 
Neo-Natal  Deaths 


There  were  12 1 deaths  during  the  first  28  days  of  life,  106  deaths  during  0-6  days,  and  15  between 
7 and  28  days. 


Permaturity — 

where  this  is  given  as  the  sole  cause 
associated  with  atelectasis  ... 
associated  with  other  conditions  ... 
Congenital  Defects 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

Atelectasis 

Infections 

Haemolytic  Disease 

Other  


6 days  7-28  days 

Total 

33 

33 

5 

5 

23 

23 

23  13 

36 

8 

8 

7 1 

8 

1 1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

106  15 


121 


i6 


The  following  table  shows  the  Perinatal  and  the  Neo-Natal  Death  Rates  for  the  last  5 years.  The 

rates  for  1961  relate  to  the  deaths  listed  above. 

Peri-natal 

Neo-natal 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1957  

35.27 

16.38 

1958  

32.71 

14.04 

1959  

30.81 

13.61 

i960 

25.58 

12.89 

1961 

26 

13.2 

The  peri-natal  death  rate  is  the  ratio  of  still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week 

per  thousand  live  and 

still  births,  and  can  be  regarded  as  a measure  of  mortality  at  a period  of  time  surrounding  birth.  This  may 
relate  to  the  health  of  the  mother  as  well  as  the  baby.  The  neo-natal  death  rate  relates  more  closely  to  the 
state  of  the  infant,  and  it  is  noticeable  that  13  out  of  the  15  deaths  in  this  period  are  due  to  Congenital 
Malformations. 

There  were  48  deaths  between  the  age  of  1 month  and  1 year,  six  more  than  1961. 


Place  of  Death 
Home  Hospital 


Broncho-pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Broncho-pneumonia  plus  other  conditions  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Asphyxia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Deformities  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gastro-enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Accident  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


2 

2 

7 

8 
1 

5 


following 

table  shows  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  past  five  years. 

England  & Wales  County 

Cheltenham 

1957 

23.0 

22.3 

27.27 

1958 

22.5 

19.8 

20.81 

1959 

22.0 

17.7 

1943 

i960 

21.7 

17.6 

13.18 

1961 

21.4 

18.4 

23.58 

For  three  years  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  in  Cheltenham  has  been  below  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales.  This  year  the  rate  has  risen  again  to  23.58.  Isolated  figures  can  give  a wrong  impression  and  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  13.18  in  i960  was  unusually  low  and  a rise  was  possible  but  not  hoped  for.  The 
Rate  for  the  County  as  a whole  is  18.9,  below  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  but  an  increase  of  1 on  the 
i960  figures. 

The  chief  cause  of  infant  death  is  prematurity.  Sixty-one  babies  died  of  prematurity  as  the  sole  cause 
or  associated  with  atelectasis  or  other  conditions.  16  of  the  premature  babies  who  died  weighed  under 
3 lbs.  4 ozs.  at  birth  and  14  weighed  under  4 lbs.  6 ozs.  9 premature  babies  who  died  had  associated 
congenital  defects  which  probably  caused  the  premature  birth.  The  defects  were  not  amenable  to  surgical 
treatment. 

The  second  highest  cause  of  infant  death  is  due  to  congenital  abnormalities  and  55  infants  died  from 
this  cause. 

The  one  accidental  death  in  this  age  group  was  due  to  burns. 
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Premature  Babies 

A premature  baby  is  one  weighing  5^  lbs.  or  under  at  the  time  of  birth,  whatever  the  period  of  gestation. 
648  premature  babies  were  born  during  the  year,  and  of  these  568  were  live  born  and  80  still  born. 

Of  the  458  live  born  premature  babies  in  hospital,  90%  survived  until  the  28th  day.  1 10  live  premature 
babies  were  born  at  home,  and  of  the  82  who  were  nursed  entirely  at  home  until  the  28th  day  76  (91%) 
survived.  28  premature  babies  were  born  at  home  and  transferred  to  hospital  ; of  these  24  survived  to 
28  days. 

73  premature  still  births  took  place  at  hospital  and  7 at  home. 

Loan  equipment  is  available  where  needed  for  babies  who  can  be  nursed  at  home,  and  in  such  instances 
extra  care  and  advice  is  given  by  one  of  the  two  specially  trained  midwives. 


Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths 

Ten  illegitimate  babies  were  still  born  and  7 died  within  the  first  year  ; 5 under  one  week  of  age, 
1 between  1 and  4 weeks  of  age  and  1 between  1 month  and  1 year. 

Still  Births 

The  still  birth  rate  has  fallen  from  15.70  in  i960  to  14.73  Per  Looo  births.  Out  of  141  still  births 
21  were  delivered  at  home  and  120  in  hospital. 

(VIII)  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

Difficulties  experienced  through  shortage  of  nursing  staff  were  accentuated  by  more  than  usual 
absence  of  staff  through  illness.  Periods  of  sickness  were  in  some  cases  prolonged  and  with  the  extra 
work  thrown  on  the  remaining  staff,  resources  v/ere  sometimes  stretched  to  near  breaking  point.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  vacancies  for  2 District  Nurse/Midwife/Health  Visitors,  3 District  Nurse/Midwives 
and  5 Area  Relief  Nurses. 

A pair  of  Nurse’s  Flats  at  Whiteshill,  Stroud,  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  and  sites 
were  acquired  for  further  pairs  of  Flats  at  Cinderford  and  Stroud. 

The  car  fleet  was  reduced  by  six  vehicles  to  a strength  of  88  during  the  year  and  further  reduction  is 
envisaged  in  1962.  There  was  no  major  damage  to  cars  but  claims  were  made  against  the  Fleet  Insurers 
on  41  occasions  of  minor  damage. 

Eighty-nine  District  Nursing  Associations  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association.  Nursing 
staff  174  (whole-time  163,  part-time  11). 

Six  midwives  attended  Parentcraft,  group  teaching  and  relaxation  courses.  Thirty-four  midwives 
attended  Refresher  Courses  and  2 midwives  attended  practical  midwifery  courses.  5 nurses  completed 
Queen’s  District  Training  and  56  pupil  midwives  from  Victoria  Home,  Cheltenham,  the  Querns,  Ciren- 
cester, and  Mortimer  House,  Bristol,  received  domiciliary  Part  II  midwifery  training  with  approved  district 
teaching  midwives.  Fourteen  pupil  midwives  were  trained  for  the  Part  II  examination  at  the  Victoria 
Home,  Cheltenham. 


Record  of  Year's  Work 

General  cases  brought  forward  from  i960  ...  2,192 

New  Cases 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63897 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,910 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Deliveries  (doctor  not  present)  ...  ...  2,436 


New  Cases 


Deliveries  (doctor  present)  ...  ...  ...  630 

Early  discharges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,118 

Miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  248 

Maternal  complications  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,178 
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Home  Visits 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  226,300 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38,019 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,981 

Deliveries  (doctor  not  present)  ...  ...  38,268 

Deliveries  (doctor  present)  ...  ...  ...  9,78 1 

Early  discharges  from  Hospital  ...  ...  7,922 

Miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,498 

Maternal  complications  ...  ...  ...  ...  221 

Ante-natal  (home  bookings)  ...  ...  ...  28,058 

Ante-natal  (hospital  bookings)  ...  ...  7,557 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,439 

Ineffective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,850 


374,020 


Clinic  Sessions 

2,358 
161 
782 


3,301 


Public  Health 

Visits  28,046 

Sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,800 

Total  Visits  ...  ...  ...  402,066 

Total  Sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,101 

Nights  on  call  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,164 

There  was  a reduction  of  302  general  medical  and  nursing  cases.  There  were  26  more  new  midwifery 
cases  during  the  year  ; the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  nursed  was  doubled  ; the  number  of 
miscellaneous  cases  went  up  by  255  and  there  were  28  more  miscarriages. 

Report  of  the  work  of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 

At  the  end  of  the  year  225  midwives  were  practising  in  the  Authority’s  area  and  129  of  these  were 
employed  by  voluntary  bodies.  90  were  employed  by  Hospital  Management  Committees,  4 in  private 
domiciliary  practice  and  2 in  private  nursing  homes. 


Post-natal 
Child  Welfare 
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I. 


Deliveries  attended  by  Midwives 


Employed  by  voluntary  organisations  . . . 

Domiciliary 

3,072 

Institutional 

Total 

3,072 

Employed  by  Hospital  Management 
Committees  ... 

— 

3,800 

3,800 

In  private  practice 

6 

6 

3,078 

3,800 

6,878 

2.  Medical  Aid  under  Section  14(1)  of  the  Midwives  Act , 1951 

(1)  Domiciliary 

(a)  Where  the  medical  practitioner  had  undertaken  to 

Provide  maternity  service  ...  ...  ...  •••  792 

(b)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • • • • • • • 7 

799 

(2)  Cases  in  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  323 

1,122 


3.  Inhalational  Analgesia 

Number  of  midwives  qualified  to  administer  inhalational 
analgesia  : 

(a)  In  hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  §7 

(b)  In  private  homes  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 

— 91 

(c)  In  domiciliary  practice  : 

(i)  employed  by  District  Nursing  Associations  ...  129 

(ii)  in  private  practice  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 1 

130 

Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  used  in  domiciliary  practice  : 

(a)  Gas  and  Air  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  x37 

(b)  Trilene  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  25 

Number  of  cases  in  which  inhalational 

analgesia  was  administered  by  midwives  in 
domiciliary  practice  : 


Gas  and  Air 

T rilene 

Total 

(a) 

When  doctor  not  present  at  delivery 

C434 

720 

2A54 

(b) 

When  doctor  present  at  delivery 

380 

202 

576 

1,814 

922 

2,730 

Pethedine 

This  drug  was  used  in  1,607  domiciliary  cases.  On  355  occasions  the  doctor  was  present  at  the  delivery 
of  the  child,  and  in  1,252  the  midwife  only  was  present  at  delivery. 


Maternal  Deaths 

There  was  1 death  during  the  year  associated  with  pregnancy. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Under  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  1951,  Puerperal  Pyrexia  means  any  febrile  condition 
occurring  in  a woman  in  whom  a temperature  of  100.4  Fahrenheit  (38  Centigrade)  or  more  has  occurred 
within  14  days  after  child  birth  or  miscarriage.  91  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  investigated. 
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Hospital  Total 
29  44 

8 15 

4 9 

1 1 

5 11 

8 11 

91 


TX)  Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Report  of  the  Principal  Dental  Officer 

There  are  several  grounds  for  an  encouraging  review  of  the  year  1961.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the 
number  of  whole-time  dental  officers  in  post  or  appointed  to  start  work  early  in  1962  reached  16 — the 
highest  figure  so  far  recorded.  Including  the  8 part-time  officers,  the  total  staff  was  the  equivalent  of 
18.6  officers.  The  total  number  of  sessions  (6,937)  was  only  62  more  than  in  i960,  and  it  can  therefore  be 
said  that  the  average  staff  level  for  the  year  was  much  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  equivalent  of 
407  sessions  (5.9%  of  the  total)  was  spent  on  maternity  and  child  welfare  work,  a slightly  higher  proportion 
than  in  i960.  Voluntary  extra  work  (either  in  evenings  or,  since  April,  on  Saturday  mornings)  was  carried 
out  in  343  sessions.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  average  weekly  output  of  dental  officers  after  the  introduction 
of  the  five-day  week  was  greater  than  before,  and  if  this  increase  is  maintained  there  will  be  ample  justifi- 
cation for  the  policy. 

Mr  J.  S.  MacLachlan  was  appointed  to  the  new  post  of  area  dental  officer  for  Cheltenham,  and  took  up 
office  on  April  1st.  Mrs  Judd,  the  dental  hygienist,  transferred  to  Worcestershire  in  June,  after  8 years 
notable  service  as  the  first  ancillary  dental  worker  in  the  County.  She  was  replaced  by  Miss  Collins  in 
August. 

In  other  fields,  the  County  was  asked  by  the  Standing  Committee  for  Dental  Health  Education  to 
participate  in  a three-year  pilot  scheme  of  dental  health  education.  Although  this  was  not  to  start  until 
1962,  plans  were  laid  during  the  year  under  review,  and  the  Health  Committee  recommended  that  it 
should  take  place  in  Dursley,  Stroud,  Cheltenham  and  Cinderford.  These  areas  were  selected  as  being 
widely  contrasted  in  several  ways,  since  it  was  considered  that  it  would  be  instructive  to  test  the  effect  of 
dental  health  education  on  different  types  of  population.  The  Standing  Committee  proposed  that  the 
effects  of  the  pilot  scheme  should  be  assessed  by  means  of  social  surveys  (to  determine  any  change  in 
attitude  and  habits)  and  surveys  of  the  incidence  of  dental  decay.  The  former  is  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
Central  Office  of  Information,  and  the  latter  by  one  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  dental  officers. 

It  is  recognized  that  the  greatest  single  cause  of  dental  decay  is  the  f requent  eating  of  sweet  and  sticky 
snacks.  Regular  meal  times  without  intermediate  snacks  is  a habit  more  easily  started  from  infancy  than 
introduced  later.  Therefore  the  most  important  section  of  the  population  to  interest  in  dental  health  are 
the  parents  of  young  children.  But  so  many  other  people — grandparents,  uncles  and  aunts,  next-door 
neighbours,  child-minders  and  the  like — are  concerned  with  the  upbringing  of  young  children  that  it 
was  decided  that  the  campaign  must  be  directed  to  the  community  as  a whole.  Few  people  will  heed 
instruction  if  they  do  not  consider  it  of  importance  to  themselves  ; the  keynote  of  the  campaign  was 
therefore  to  be  “Teeth  Matter  ” — the  Ministry  of  Health  slogan.  Until  a community  believes  that  sound 
and  healthy  teeth  in  their  children  are  something  of  which  to  be  proud,  and  conversely  are  ashamed  if, 
through  their  own  neglect  of  simple  rules,  their  children  have  gross  decay,  little  real  progress  will  be  made 
in  reducing  the  incidence  of  decay  by  dental  health  education. 


Home 


Genital  tract  infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Urinary  tract  infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Respiratory  Infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Thrombo-phlebitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Cause  not  known  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  3 
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A number  of  cases  was  seen  of  young  children  whose  teeth  were  totally  or  largely  destroyed  by  the 
age  of  three.  The  cause  of  this  condition  could  usually  be  traced  to  the  habit  of  sucking  a dummy  dipped 
in  sugar,  syrup  or  honey  or  the  even  worse  habit  of  using  an  “ infant  feeder  ” filled  with  these  (or  vitamin 
syrups)  to  induce  sleep.  Three  pre-school  children  required  extraction  of  all  teeth  and  the  fitting  of  complete 
artificial  dentures. 

In  my  report  for  i960  I suggested  that  an  adequate  treatment  service  was  more  important  for  pre-school 
children  than  for  mothers.  Oddly  enough,  1961  showed  an  increase  of  14%  in  the  number  of  mothers 
treated,  whereas  the  numbers  of  pre-school  children  treated  remained  static.  Inspection  of  day  nurseries 
and  welfare  centres  in  Cheltenham  raised  the  number  inspected  by  9%.  Even  so,  the  numbers  inspected 
represent  only  3%  of  the  pre-school  children  over  the  age  of  two  years.  That  gives  some  indication  of  the 
inadequacy  of  the  dental  service  for  young  children.  It  is  hoped  that  next  year  in  the  Dursley  area,  in 
which  a special  study  is  to  be  conducted  with  the  assistance  of  a dental  auxiliary,  a very  much  larger 
proportion  of  pre-school  children  will  be  examined. 

The  tables  of  inspection  and  treatment  are  given  below.  It  will  be  noted  from  Table  C that  the 
pattern  of  treatment  for  pre-school  children  remains  unchanged,  with  extractions  at  a lamentably  high 
level.  On  the  other  hand  the  treatment  for  mothers  continues  the  pattern  seen  in  the  last  two  years  of 
more  conservative  work  and  fewer  extractions  and  dentures. 


A.  Numbers  provided  with  Dental  Care 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally  Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers 

454 

434 

421 

283 

Children  under  five  ... 

744 

590 

583 

497 

B.  Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  provided 


Scalings 
and  Gum 
Treatment 

Fillings 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Crowns 

or 

Inlays 

Extrac- 

tions 

General 

Anaes- 

thetics 

Dentures  provided 

X-rays 

Full 

Partial 

Expectant  and 
Nursing 
Mothers 

257 

752 



. ..  - 

1029 

136 

86 

106 

52 

Children 
under  five 

1 1 

454 

262 

— 

1082 

392 

5 

1 

— 
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C.  Treatment  per  ioo  patients 


Mothers 

Children  under  five 

Fillings 

Extractions 

Dentures 

Fillings 

Silver  Nitrate 

Extractions 

1961 

Average 

179 

245 

44 

78 

45 

186 

1956-1960 

159 

384 

62 

74 

28 

187 

Dental  Laboratory 

The  total  of  all  work  carried  out  including  that  for  the  school  dental  service,  Gloucester  City  and  the 
North  Gloucestershire  Clinical  Area  hospitals  is  given  below  : — 


D.  Work  of  the  Dental  Laboratory 


Ortho- 

dontic 

Appliances 

Dentures 

Repairs 

and 

Relines 

Crowns 

and 

Inlays 

Study 

Models 

Other 

Mechanical 

Operations 

Total  No. 
of 

Operations 

M.  & C.W. 

— 

194 

18 

— 

— 

30 

242 

Total  work  (inc. 

M.  & C.W.  School 
and  R.H.B.) 

779 

643 

128 

24 

1823 

88 

3485 

(X)  Health  Visiting 

The  number  of  staff  in  relation  to  establishment  has  remained  satisfactory  but  the  growing  population 
made  it  necessary  to  ask  for  a substantial  increase  in  the  establishment  in  the  next  financial  year.  Details 
of  the  work  are  shown  under  the  appropriate  headings,  the  total  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year 
being  173,959-  A part-time  clerk  was  appointed  at  the  Gloucester  Clinic  and,  as  with  those  already  working 
elsewhere,  soon  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  health  visitors.  A fifth  of  the  staff  attended  professional 
courses  and  this  means  of  ensuring  that  their  knowledge  is  kept  up  to  date  is  always  welcomed.  The 
co-operation  with  other  social  workers  has  been  improved  by  the  formation  of  clubs  meeting  each  month 
in  Gloucester  and  Cheltenham  to  discuss  problems  and  learn  of  each  others  work. 

Although  no  health  visitors  have  been  attached  officially  to  either  a particular  general  oractitioner  or 
to  a group  of  doctors,  every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  a closer  link.  At  present  health  visitors  attend  child 
welfare  sessions  in  the  surgeries  of  two  doctors  and  an  immunisation  session  at  a third. 

Nearly  one  third  of  health  visitors  hold  combined  posts  as  District  Nurses,  Midwives  and  Health 
Visitors.  They  work  in  the  rural  areas  and  by  the  nature  of  their  combined  duties  are  inevitably  working 
with  the  general  medical  practitioner  or  group  of  practitioners  in  the  villages  and  hamlets  which  they 
serve  together. 

Health  Visitors  follow  up  patients  discharged  from  hospital  either  when  requested  by  the  family 
doctor  or  almoner,  or  where  they  themselves  know  the  person.  A health  visitor  attends  regularly  at  a 
Hospital  Diabetic  Out  Patient  Session  and  an  Orthopaedic  Out  Patient  Session. 


Health  Visitors’  Training  Course 

The  Training  Centre  was  visited  in  February  by  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  who  regularly 
inspect  Training  Centres.  During  their  four  days’  visit  they  saw  the  theoretical  and  practical  training  and 
discussed  the  general  organisation  of  the  course.  They  were  satisfied  with  the  changes  which  had  been 
introduced  to  keep  pace  with  development  in  the  field  of  health  visiting. 

Nine  students  completed  the  course  which  terminated  in  June.  Eight  students  successfully  passed 
the  examination  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Health  in  June  and  one  student  was  successfull 
in  the  examination  in  December.  The  eight  students  sponsored  by  the  County  were  appointed  as  full  time 
Health  Visitors  ; the  remaining  student,  sponsored  by  the  World  Health  Organisation,  returned  to 
Turkey  to  carry  out  public  health  work  in  Ankara. 

Twelve  students  were  selected  to  take  the  present  course  and  commenced  their  training  on  18th 
September. 


(XI)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Vaccination 

Under 

1 year 

1 year 

2 - 4 

years 

5 - 14 

years 

15  years 
and  over 

Total 

Primary 

3)935 

475 

261 

241 

275 

5)i§7 

Re-Vaccination 

26 

79 

478 

583 

There  was  a decrease  of  393  in  primary  vaccinations  and  a decrease  of  129  in  re-vaccinations  compared 
with  i960. 


( b ) Whooping  Cough  Vaccination 


Born  in  Year 

1961 

i960 

1959-57 

1956-47 

Total 

(i)  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination 

6 

22 

9 

2 

39 

(ii)  Combined  Diphtheria/Whooping 
Cough  Prophylaxis 

2,990 

4,466 

1,161 

459 

9,076 

No.  of  Re-inforcing  Injections 

— 

914 

1,01 1 

676 

2,601 

( c ) B.C.G.  Vaccination 

We  continued  to  co-operate  in  the  B.C.G.  Control  Centre’s  activities  until  July,  when  the  number  of 
authorities  participating  was  reduced.  It  was  then  possible  to  discontinue  the  conversion  tests. 

The  acceptance  rate  of  74.5%  could  still  be  improved  in  view  of  the  valuable  protection  afforded  at 
time  when  children  will  be  likely  to  be  exposed  to  the  risk  of  infection  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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1959 

Chelt- 

Whole 

County 

enham 

County 

No.  of 
schools 

conc’n’d 

50 

11 

61 

Invited 

6,880 

1,052 

7,932 

Accept’d 

Tub’c’lin 

4,533 

634 

5,167 

Tested 

4,671 

537 

5,208 

Positive 

677 

56 

733 

Negative 
Per  cent. 

3,994 

481 

4,475 

positive 

14-5% 

10.4% 

i4-i% 

Vac’n’ted 

3,978 

481 

4,459 

i960 

1961 

Chelt- 

Whole 

Chelt- 

Whole 

Grand 

County 

enham 

County 

County 

enham 

County 

Total 

since 

1954 

59 

11 

70 

50 

11 

61 

75 

6,382 

1,181 

7,563 

6,396 

1,060 

7,546 

43,9H 

4,796 

785 

5,581 

4,822 

797 

5,6i9 

29,124 

4,77i 

661 

5,432 

4,467 

718 

5,185 

27,604 

844 

141 

985 

775 

141 

916 

5,006 

3,927 

520 

4,447 

3,692 

577 

4,269 

22,598 

17-7% 

20.3% 

18.1% 

17.3% 

19-6% 

17-6% 

18.1% 

3,852 

520 

4,372 

3,443 

577 

4,020 

22,192 

(d)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Born  in  Year 

1961 

1957-60 

1952-56 

1947-51 

Total 

(i)  Number  of  children  who  completed  a 
full  course  of  primary  immunisations 
during  the  year  

3,024 

6,102 

979 

200 

10,305 

(ii)  Number  of  children  who  received  a 
reinforcing  injection  during  the  year 

— 

2,203 

7,148 

1,149 

10,500 

(iii)  Estimated  mid  year  child  population 

8,830 

(under 

1 year) 

32,070 
(1  ~ 4 

years) 

77,600 

(5  - 14 
years) 

118,500 

(iv)  Total  number  of  children  who  had 
been  immunised  by  31st  December 

3,024 

24,825 

67,471 

95,320 

(v)  Percentage  of  child  population  who 
had  been  immunised 

34.2 

77-4 

86.8 

80.4 

Reinforcing  injections  showed  an  increase  of  1,289  to  10,500  whilst  1,126  more  primary  courses  were 
done  as  compared  with  i960. 
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(e)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

By  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  84%  of  children  under  19  years  and  44%  of  young  persons  had 
received  protection  with  at  least  two  injections.  During  the  year  24,499  persons  completed  initial  courses 
of  two  injections  and  24,324  received  a third  injection  making  a total  of  163,399  since  these  were  offered 
in  September,  1958. 

In  April  the  Minister  of  Health  announced  that  he  had  accepted  the  recommendation  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Poliomyelitis  Vaccine  that  a re-inforcing  fourth  dose  should  be  offered  to  children  when 
they  entered  school  and  also  to  children  of  five  and  over  already  at  school,  who  had  not  reached  the  age 
of  12. 

Fourth  injections  were  administered  to  29,778  children. 

The  position  with  regard  to  primary  courses  on  the  31st  December  was  as  follows  : — 


Groups 

Vaccinated 
with  two 
injections 

Awaiting 
vaccination 
(No  injections) 

(i)  Children  born  in  the  years  1943  to  1961 

120,839 

644 

(ii)  Young  Persons  born  in  the  years  1933  to  1942 

35,228 

37 

(iii)  Persons  born  before  1933  who  had  not  passed  their 

40th  birthday 

21,394 

92 

(iv)  Other  Priority  Groups 

M38 

17 

Total 

178,899 

790 

(/)  Vaccination  against  Tetanus 

Tetanus  toxoid  was  made  available  from  the  1st  April  in  addition  to  the  combined  vaccine.  As  there 
are  large  numbers  of  children  who  have  not  been  immunised  against  tetanus,  this  protection  is  now  offered 
with  diphtheria  immunisation  at  school  entry  and  at  8 years. 

During  1961  records  were  received  in  respect  of  69  primary  courses  and  18  maintenance  injections 
with  tetanus  vaccine.  In  addition  8,898  children  received  the  protection  in  primary  courses  and  2,843  had 
booster  doses  with  combined  vaccine. 


XII)  Ambulance  Service 

Below  are  set  out  details  of  patients  carried  and  mileage  covered  by  the  Ambulance  Service  during 
1961. 

Table  A 


Patients 

Mileage 

(1) 

Amb. 

(2) 

s.c.c. 

(3) 

Bus  type 

(4) 

H.C.S. 

(5) 

Total 

(1) 

Amb. 

(2) 

S.C.C. 

(3) 

Bus  type 

(4) 

H.C.S. 

(5) 

Total 

79,696 

44,266 

47,132 

23,858 

194,952 

661,432 

299,286 

194,552 

247,800 

1,403,070 

Table  B 


Comparative  totals  for  alternate  years  : — 


Year 

Patients 

Mileage 

1949 

64,051 

1,317,616 

I95i 

74.926 

1,162,244 

1953 

I3M3I 

1,130,427 

1955 

152,826 

1,231,192 

1957 

159.066 

1,196,637 

1959 

I75A5I 

1,292,315 

1961 

194,952 

1,403,070 

Column  3 (Table  A)  above  refers  to  the  18  seater  bus  type  vehicles  which,  besides  dealing  with  a large 
number  of  out-patients,  carry  mentally  handicapped  children  to  and  from  training  centres  and  physically 
handicapped  persons  to  and  from  occupation  centres. 

The  continued  increase  in  total  ( Fable  B)  is  due  to  the  larger  number  of  hospital  out-patients  and  the 
shorter  stay  of  patients  in  hospital  beds. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  does  much  to  help  in  the  transport  of  cases  from  outlying  areas,  and  in 
transport  to  occupation  centres  and  the  continued  co-operation  of  the  voluntary  drivers  is  greatly  valued. 

Stations 

Work  is  in  progress  on  new  station  premises  at  Newent  (jointly  with  the  Fire  Service)  and  on  garage 
extension  at  the  Workshops.  A site  for  the  new  station  at  Stroud  has  been  obtained  at  Pagan  Hill,  and  a 
site  for  a new  station  in  Tewkesbury  has  been  purchased. 

Personnel 

Eighty-nine  driver  attendants  and  16  telephone  control  operators  wTere  employed  at  the  end  of  1961. 
Civil  Defence 

The  Ambulance  and  First  Aid  Section  of  the  Civil  Defence  Corps  consists  of  608  volunteers,  the 
majority  of  whom  have  received  training  by  Service  or  Corps  instructors.  A full  programme  of  training 
and  operational  exercises  continues,  with  certain  driving  instruction. 


(XIII)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 
1 . Chiropody 

Every  effort  was  made  to  consolidate  and  extend  the  service  so  that  Centres  for  the  treatment  of 
patients  were  reasonably  well  distributed  over  the  whole  of  the  County  but  unfortunately  the  recruitment 
of  further  wholetime  Officers  up  to  the  establishment  of  six  was  not  possible.  With  the  assistance  of  four 
more  part  time  Chiropodists,  a total  of  sixteen  in  all,  it  was  possible  to  open  an  additional  five  Centres 
during  the  year  bringing  the  total  of  Centres  to  77  and  to  increase  the  number  or  length  of  sessions  at  other 
Centres.  Treatments  were  also  given  to  the  residents  of  two  Homes  for  the  Blind  and  twelve  Welfare 
Homes.  The  domiciliary  treatment  of  housebound  patients  was  undertaken  whenever  possible. 

During  the  year  the  first  mobile  Clinic  was  brought  into  use  in  the  Stroud  area.  The  vehicle  is  of 
the  type  used  in  the  County  Ambulance  Service  with  certain  modifications  but  also  fitted  for  use  as  an 
ambulance  vehicle.  A second  mobile  clinic  of  the  caravan  type  was  designed,  built  and  delivery  was  made 
for  the  Unit  to  be  brought  into  use  in  1962. 

The  assistance  which  has  been  given  by  the  various  voluntary  organisations  and  by  private  individuals 
in  the  local  arrangements  has  been  very  much  appreciated. 
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A total  of  14,256  treatments  were  given  during  the  year  as  indicated  in  the  following  total  : — 


At  Clinics  and  Centres 

Welfare 

Blind 

Domiciliary 

Elderly 

Physically 

Expectant 

Homes 

Homes 

Treatment 

Handicapped 

Mothers 

11,827 

92 

2 

E5§7 

34i 

852 

2.  Tuberculosis 

At  the  31st  December,  94  persons  were  receiving  free  milk  at  the  rate  of  two  pints  per  day.  In  four 
cases  the  supply  was  reduced  to  one  pint  daily.  Apart  from  the  extra  assistance  given  to  the  tuberculous 
patient  by  National  benefits,  substantial  and  tangible  help  is  afforded  to  them  by  the  ten  Voluntary 
Tuberculous  After-Care  Committees,  who  raise  their  own  funds.  Some  of  these  Committees,  in  line 
with  the  former  National  Association  are  extending  their  help  to  sufferers  with  other  forms  of  chest  disease 
and  heart  disease. 

Summary  of  formal  notifications  during  the  year  : — 


Age  Periods 


Formal  Notifications 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 


0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Total 
(all  ages) 

Respiratory,  Males 

— 

— - 

1 

4 

7 

3 

4 

11 

16 

16 

18 

8 

6 

94 

Respiratory,  Females 

- — 

— 

2 

5 

8 

8 

10 

12 

10 

8 

2 

2 

1 

68 

Non-Respiratory,  Males 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Non-Respiratory,  Females 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

11 

New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 
above-named  period,  otherwise  than  by  formal  notification. 


Source  of  Information 

Number  of  Cases  in  Age  Groups 

Total 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Death  Return  from  Local 
Registrars 

Non-Respiratory,  Female 

1 (D) 

Death  Returns  from  Registrar 
General(Transferable  deaths) 
Respiratory,  Female 

1 (B) 

Posthumous  Notification 
Respiratory,  Male 
Respiratory  Female 

1 

1 

1 

2(A) 

i(B) 

Totals  : (A)  2 (B)  2 (C)  — (D)  1 
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Persons  removed  from  Register  during  the  year  : — 


Reason 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

(a)  Withdrawal  of  notification 

5 

2 

(b)  Recovery 

334 

83 

(c)  Death 

52 

1 

( d ) Left  Country  or  no  trace 

114 

10 

Total 


7 

417 

53 

124 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  cases  recorded  in  the  registers  kept  by  the  District  Medical 

Officers  of  Health  was  2,929  (2,322  pulmonary,  607  non-pulmonary)  as  compared  with  3,351  (2,645 
pulmonary,  686  non-pulmonary)  at  the  1st  January. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 


Age 

Period 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

5 to  14  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



_____ 

1 

_ 

1 

15  to  44  years 

12 

1 

8 

1 

7 

1 

7 

2 

5 

2 

— 

1 

45  to  65  years 

65  years 

14 

3 

15 

2 

14 

1 

5 

2 

8 

1 

8 

3 

and  over 

15 

1 

13 

2 

1 1 

1 

12 

2 

9 

— 

13 

2 

41 

6 

36 

5 

32 

3 

24 

6 

22 

4 

21 

7 

Totals 

47 

4i 

35 

30 

26 

28 

REPORT  OF  R.  A.  CRAIG,  ESQ.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P., 

CONSULTANT  CHEST  PHYSICIAN,  BRISTOL  CLINICAL  AREA 

Table  I shows  the  sex  and  age  distribution,  subdivided  into  sputum  negative  and  sputum  positive 
groups,  of  the  41  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  at  Bristol  Chest  Clinic  in  1961.  All  10  sputum 
positive  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  of  these  there  were  7 men  with  disease  that  was  minimal  in  2, 
moderately  advanced  in  4 and  far  advanced  in  1,  and  3 women  with  disease  moderately  advanced  in  2 and 
far  advanced  in  1.  There  were  31  sputum  negative  cases  and  13  of  these  required  admission  to  hospital. 

The  source  of  the  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  shown  in  table  II.  10  new  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  among  the  pupils  from  the  school  in  which  an  outbreak  of  tuberculosis  was 
reported  last  year.  1 of  these  was  referred  by  his  general  practitioner  and  the  remaining  9 were  dis- 
covered by  contact  examination.  Apart  from  these,  the  contact  examination  scheme  yielded  only  1 new 
case  and  this  was  from  a patient  notified  in  i960. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  the  contacts  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  in 
1961  are  shown  in  table  III.  Of  the  19  tuberculin  negative  contacts,  16  accepted  B.C.G.  vaccination. 


29 


There  were  6 tuberculin  positive  children,  all  of  whom  had  been  in  contact  with  a sputum  positive  case, 
and  5 of  these  were  placed  on  prophylactic  treatment,  although  all  6 had  normal  chest  x-rays.  The  chest 
x-rays  were  normal  of  the  20  tuberculin  positive  contacts  who  had  received  previous  B.C.G.  vaccination. 
In  addition  to  those  tuberculin  tested,  89  contacts  were  x-rayed  and  no  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was 
detected.  2 cases  of  previously  healed  tuberculous  infection  were  discovered. 

2 new  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1961,  one  case  of  tuberculous  endometritis 
and  one  case  of  tuberculous  cervical  adenitis. 

There  were  13  inward  transfers  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  One  case  was  found  to  be  active, 
with  tubercle  bacilli  resistant  to  P.A.S.  and  isoniazid,  who  required  admission  to  hospital.  Of  the  remainder, 
the  disease  was  quiescent  in  3 and  arrested  in  9. 


Table  I 


New  Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Age  Group 
in  years 

Sputum  Negative  Cases 

Sputum  Positive  Cases 

All  Cases 

Male 

Female 

Both 

Sexes 

Male 

Female 

Both 

Sexes 

Male 

Female 

Both 

Sexes 

0 - 4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 - 14 

3 

3 

6 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

6 

15  - 24 

2 

4 

6 

1 

0 

1 

3 

4 

7 

25  - 34 

2 

6 

8 

0 

1 

1 

2 

7 

9 

35  - 44 

1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

8 

45  - 54 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

4 

55  ~ 64 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

65  + 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

3 

All  Ages 

10 

21 

3i 

7 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4i 

Table  II 


Source  of  New  Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Cases  referred  by  : — 

Sputum  Negative  Cases 

Sputum  Positive  Cases 

All  Cases 

General  Practitioner  ... 

8 

1 

9 

General  Practitioner  X-ray  Service  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

Mass  Radiography  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Hospital 

5 

6 

11 

Health  Department  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Contact  Scheme 

10 

0 

10 

Other  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

3i 

10 

41 

30 


Table  III 


Contact  Examination  in  New  Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Contacts  of  31 
Sputum  Negative  Cases 

Contacts  of  10 
Sputum  Positive  Cases 

All  Cases 
(No. =41) 

Number  of  Contacts  Listed 

150 

59 

209 

Number  of  Contacts  Examined 

86 

50 

136 

Tuberculin  Tests 

Negative 

15 

4 

19 

Positive 

0 

6 

6 

Previous  B.C.G.  Vaccination 

16 

4 

20 

(All  with  normal  X-rays) 

Result  of  X-rays 

Normal 

54 

35 

89 

Previous  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

New  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

Mass  Radiography  Service 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Miniature  Films 

16,733 

12,020 

28,753 

Large  Films 

Total  Recalled 

224 

145 

369 

Did  not  attend 

3 

3 

6 

Normal 

78 

69 

147 

Significant  ... 

M3 

73 

216 

Being  investigated 

' 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  Tuberculous  Cases 


Active  Tuberculosis 

Under  15 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-59 

60  and 

over 

Total 

Male 

— 

1 

1 

5 



3 

10 

Female 

— 

4 

1 

2 

1 

8 

Total  

— 

5 

2 

7 

1 

3 

18 

3i 


Under  Observation 

Male  

Female 

— 

i 

i 

4 

2 

I 

— 

6 

3 

Total 

— 

i 

i 

4 

3 

— 

9 

Inactive  Tuberculosis 

Male  

Female 

2 

I 

3 

2 

2 

2 

6 

6 

9 

4 

4 

3 

26 

18 

Total 

3 

5 

4 

12 

13 

7 

44 

Cases  previously  detected 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Active 

1 

— 

1 

Under  Observation 

3 

2 

5 

Inactive 

11 

4 

15 

32 


Non- Tuberculous  Cases 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

14 



14 

Secondaries  in  lungs 

— 

1 

1 

Sarcoma  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Non  Malignant  Neoplasms 

— 

3 

3 

Sarcoidosis... 

1 

3 

4 

Sarcoidosis — Known  cases 

— 

1 

1 

Cardiac  disease — -Acquired 

4 

5 

9 

Bronchiectasis 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchiectasis — Known  cases 

3 

2 

Atypical  pneumonias 

8 

6 

14 

Pleural  Effusion 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

22 

3 

25 

Abnormalities  of  diaphragm  and  oesophagus  ... 

1 

5 

6 

Pleural  thickening  ... 

17 

4 

21 

Collapsed  lobe 

1 

2 

3 

Bony  abnormality  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Lung  Abscess 

— 

1 

1 

Fibrosis 

— 

3 

3 

Leiomyoma 

I 

1 

Pneumoconiosis 

9 

— 

9 

Pneumoconiosis — Known  cases  ... 

7 

— 

7 

Pneumoconiosis  with  PMF 

3 

— 

3 

Pneumoconiosis  with  PMF — Known  cases 

2 

— 

2 

Total  

IOI 

44 

145 

2.  GENERAL 

(а)  Home  Nursing  Requisites 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St  John  Ambulance  Brigade  continue  to  act  as  the  County 
Council’s  agents  for  the  temporary  loan  of  articles.  The  two  organisations  maintain  76  depots  and  the 
voluntary  effort  expended  in  administering  these  depots  is  a source  of  much  satisfaction.  Articles  which 
are  required  for  long  periods  or  permanently  are  supplied  through  the  Health  Department  together  with 
the  supply  of  beds,  bedding,  disinfectants  and  paper  handkerchiefs  for  tuberculous  patients. 

(б)  Rest  Homes 

Patients,  including  old  people  in  need  of  rest  and  recuperation,  numbering  159  in  the  year,  have 
been  sent  to  voluntary  administered  homes.  This  figure  excludes  mothers  with  young  children  who  have 
been  included  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  section  in  this  report. 

( c ) Health  Education 

Health  Education  in  the  County  has  been  increasing  rapidly.  The  demand  for  talks  to  organisations 
such  as  Women’s  Institutes,  Church  organisations,  P.T.A.,  etc.,  has  increased,  the  subject  most  in  demand 
being  “ The  Prevention  of  Accidents  in  the  Home”.  81  such  talks  were  given. 
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A number  of  members  of  the  health  visiting  staff  have  taken  part  in  the  training  and  examination  of 
those  entering  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Award  Scheme  for  Girls  in  Child  Care  and  Home  Nursing. 

Formal  lessons  in  schools,  on  matters  of  health  have  been  given  by  health  visitors  in  eight  schools  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  demand  will  grow. 

The  Health  Education  programme  in  Child  Welfare  Centres  has  continued,  subjects  always  being  of 
topical  interest  including  Tetanus  vaccination,  the  prevention  of  home  and  road  accidents,  Food  and 
Dental  Hygiene,  etc.  Mothers  Clubs  in  the  County  now  number  17  where  50%  of  the  programmes  are 
devoted  to  health  education. 

An  exhibition  on  “ The  Prevention  of  Accidents  in  the  Home  ” was  set  up  at  the  Stroud  show- 
Mothercraft  Classes  continue  to  flourish  the  number  having  increased  to  27.  These  classes  prove  to  be 
very  fertile  ground  on  which  to  sow  the  seeds  of  knowledge  in  healthy  living. 

The  major  part  of  the  education,  however,  still  takes  place  in  the  homes  during  visits  paid  by  the 
health  visitors  where  advice  is  sought  and  given  on  specific  problems. 


(XIV)  Home  Help 

Owing  to  recruitment  difficulties  and  the  heavy  demands  made  on  this  service  and  consequent  need 
to  keep  a close  watch  on  development  within  the  confines  of  the  budget,  it  was  found  necessary  to  increase 
the  supervisory  staff.  An  extra  part-time  organiser  was  engaged  to  assist  centrally  and  in  the  Berkeley  and 
Stroud  areas.  The  part-time  organiser,  who  was  originally  engaged  to  assist  the  Kingswood  and  Berkeley 
areas  now  spends  all  her  time  in  helping  the  2 Kingswood  organisers.  In  Cheltenham,  a full-time  assistant 
was  engaged  in  place  of  a part-time  officer,  increasing  the  establishment  to  2. 

The  work  of  the  service  during  the  year  showed  a steady  increase  with  the  need  to  recruit  more  part- 
time  helpers  to  care  for  the  aged  and  chronically  sick.  The  total  number  of  old  people  receiving  help 
increased  by  484  on  the  previous  year.  It  has  been  possible  to  save  some  home  help  hours  in  the  Kingswood 
area  by  home  helps  being  able  to  do  the  laundry  of  local  old  people,  who  have  no  washing  facilities  at  the 
Haven  Old  People’s  Bungalows.  This  was  with  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Local  Authority.  The  rehousing 
of  several  old  people  in  special  flats  and  bungalows  in  the  Gloucester  Rural,  Kingswood  and  Stroud  urban 
areas  has  been  most  helpful  and  the  wardens  have  relieved  the  home  help  service.  The  greatest  propor- 
tionate increase  in  the  work  has  been  in  the  care  of  the  acutely  sick.  These  short  term  cases  have  gone  up 
by  13%.  Included  in  this  group  are  the  patients  discharged  early  from  hospital  and  the  family  care 
cases.  More  calls  have  been  received  during  the  year  to  assist  families  where  the  mother  has  been  admitted 
to  hospital  leaving  several  children  to  be  cared  for  at  home.  Owing  to  heavy  demands  made  on  the  resident 
home  help  service  it  has  been  necessary  to  use  daily  helps  on  intermittent  daily  service.  The  figures  show 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  maternity  cases  for  the  whole  county.  The  maternity  work  in  urban  areas 
in  the  South  of  the  county  has  almost  doubled  and  the  overall  average  increase  in  the  county  is  10%. 
The  number  of  cases  referred  as  being  in  need  of  help  which  upon  investigation  either  did  not  need,  or 
failed  to  use  the  service,  have  increased  considerably.  Very  few  refused  help  because  of  the  cost  of  the 
service.  Most  of  the  enquiries  came  from  homes  where  the  need  was  for  another  of  the  Welfare  Services  or 
for  financial  help  in  which  case  the  organiser  ensured  that  the  needs  were  brought  to  notice  of  the  appro- 
priate service. 


Resident  Service 

An  additional  resident  home  help  was  recruited  during  the  year  and  this  valuable  service  continues  to 
provide  help  to  families  in  isolated  parts  of  the  county.  Resident  helps  had  to  be  boarded  out  for  short 
spells  in  the  Kingswood  and  Cirencester  areas  to  help  in  the  daily  service  where  there  was  pressure  of 
work. 
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Night- Sitting  Service 

Only  17  requests  were  received  and  half  of  these  were  in  the  Cheltenham  area.  Although  this  service 
is  continually  being  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  general  practitioners,  there  appears  to  be  little  demand 
for  this  help  and  it  has  been  difficult  to  maintain  the  interest  of  the  women  who  originally  offered  to  make 
themselves  available  for  this  type  of  work. 

Recruitment 

In  the  Gloucester  Rural  area  and  in  the  newly  built-up  areas  on  the  Bristol  perimeter  recruitment  is 
comparatively  easy  but  in  the  remaining  urban  areas  and  the  rural  parts  of  the  county  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  find  women  who  are  suitable  for  this  work.  During  the  year  an  International 
Conference  of  Home  Helps  was  held  at  County  Hall,  Westminster  and  a party  of  helps  attended  from  the 
County.  One  of  them  was  chosen  to  be  the  spokeswoman  for  Great  Britain.  This  conference  evoked  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  the  county  and  afterwards  meetings  were  held  at  various  centres  in  the  county  to 
enable  the  spokeswoman  and  some  of  the  other  delegates  to  report  on  the  work  done  by  the  service  in  other 
countries.  This  event  was  used  locally  in  connection  with  a recruitment  campaign  and  had  beneficial  results. 


Staff 


Organisers  1 County  Home  Help  Organiser 

11  Area  Organisers 
2 part-time  Assistant  Organisers 
Home  Helps  53  Full-time  (including  6 Residents) 
1,123  Part-time 

Total  number  of  hours  of  help  given  during  the  year — 779,631. 


Families  Assisted 

Chronic  Sick 
and  Old  Age 

Cases  current  1.1.61  ...  ...  ...  1,903 

New  cases  occurring  during  1961  ...  964 

Resident  Cases  1961  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cases  current  3 1.12.61 1,802 

Total  number  of  families  assisted  during  the  year  : 
Night-sitters  Service  : 17 

Families  investigated  where  no  help  provided  : 909 


General 

Sickness 

Maternity 

Tuberculosis 

Total 

147 

34 

29 

2,113 

736 

972 

8 

2,680 

13 

66 

— 

83 

123 

30 

21 

1,976 

4.793 


(XV)  MENTAL  HEALTH 
(a)  Mental  Health  Act , 1959 

The  new  terminology  in  Mental  Health  is  now  used  but  it  is  still  sometimes  necessary  to  relate  the 
old  to  the  new  terms  in  explaining  problems  to  parents,  voluntary  agencies  and  others  not  in  daily  contact 
with  the  present  day  mental  health  service.  In  some  respects,  the  comprehensive  term  of  psychiatric 
hospitals  introduces  difficulties  in  differentiating  between  the  hospitals  for  the  mentally  ill  and  the  mentally 
subnormal  although  these  two  types  of  hospital  still  cater  for  entirely  different  needs. 

Only  a very  few  patients  or  their  relatives  have  felt  the  need  to  seek  the  decision  of  Mental  Health 
Review  Tribunals  as  to  the  need  for  continued  detention  in  hospital. 

Generally,  the  administration  of  the  Act  has  introduced  relatively  few  serious  problems.  Although 
general  practitioners  and  relatives  of  patients  now  have  added  responsibilities,  the  experience  and  knowledge 
of  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  is  as  widely  used  as  before. 
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The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  provide  a continuous  service,  by  means  of  a rota  outside  normal  working 
hours.  The  duty  Mental  Welfare  Officers  are  contacted  through  the  most  convenient  of  the  four  Ambulance 
Control  Stations  and  the  scheme  has  operated  very  well.  The  number  of  emergency  calls  made,  at  night 
or  during  weekends,  which  required  immediate  visits  and  enquiries,  amount  to  about  150  each  year. 

C b ) Mental  Nursing  and  Residential  Homes 

As  required  by  Part  III  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  all  suitable  Homes  in  Gloucestershire  have 
been  examined,  and  the  Committee  authorised  the  registration  of  three  Mental  Nursing  Homes  and  one 
Residential  Home. 

These  Homes  are  all  visited  at  least  once  in  each  six-month  period. 

2.  Staff 

The  following  table  summarises  the  staff  employed,  at  31st  December,  1961,  in  the  Mental  Health 


Services  : — 

Senior  Administrative  Assistant  ...  ...  ...  1 

Administrative  Assistant  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mental  Welfare  Officers /Registrars  ...  ...  ...  2 

Home  Teachers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Welfare  Assistants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Clerk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Training  Centre  Supervisors  ...  ...  ...  5 

Training  Centre  Assistant  Supervisors  ...  ...  24 

Nursery  Attendants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

In  addition  there  were  14  part-time  staff  employed  in  Training  Centres  as  Cooks,  Dinner  Attendants 
or  Transport  Guides. 

The  Welfare  Assistants  are  receiving  practical  training  in  social  work,  alternating  between  the  various 
sections  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  Council  has  agreed  that  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  Training  Centre  staff  and  Welfare  Assistants 
shall,  when  necessary,  be  awarded  leave  with  pay  to  permit  them  to  attend  qualifying  courses,  and  an 
establishment  for  the  necessary  relief  staff  has  been  approved. 

3.  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community 

(a)  Mental  Illness 

(i)  COMMUNITY  CARE 

The  attendances  at  Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Clinics  continue  to  increase.  The  Consultant  Psychiatrists 
for  these  Clinics  in  the  Cirencester,  Forest  of  Dean  and  Stroud  areas  now  have  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
undertaking  social  work  at  the  Clinics  and  this  is  a further  indication  of  the  more  effective  liaison  between 
the  hospital  and  Local  Health  Authority  mental  health  services. 

The  number  of  mentally  ill  patients  who  now  ask  for  help  from  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  following 
their  discharge  from  hospital  continues  to  increase.  These  patients  may  require  lengthy  visits  at  frequent 
intervals,  especially  during  the  period  immediately  after  hospital  discharge  and  visits  usually  continue 
until  the  patients’  rehabilitation  into  their  homes  and  employment  is  considered  by  the  Consultants 
concerned,  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Mentally  ill  patients  referred  for  after-care  during  1961  ...  ...  ...  504 

Patients  receiving  regular  visitation  at  31st  December  1961  ...  ...  221 

During  1961  the  number  of  new  subnormal  cases  referred  was  115  and  patients  receiving  regular 
visitation  in  the  community  at  31st  December  last  was  905.  Until  some  two  years  ago  the  Mental  Welfare 
Officers’  routine  visits  were  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  subnormal  patients.  The  register  of  subnormal 
patients  shows  comparatively  little  variation  from  year  to  year,  but  there  is  a continual  “ turn  over  ” in 
the  register  of  mentally  ill  patients. 


(ii)  HOSPITAL  ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES 


The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  were  directly  concerned 
patients,  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 

Informal  (Section  5) 

Observation  (Section  25) 

Treatment  (Section  26)  ... 

Emergency  (Section  29) 


with  the  admission  of  415  mentally  ill 

140 

148 

18 

109 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  415 

The  following  table,  which  is  based  on  information  kindly  supplied  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Hospitals 
concerned,  differentiates  between  the  County  patients  admitted,  during  the  year,  on  an  informal  basis  and 
those  subject  to  detention. 


Hospitals 

Informal  (S.5) 

Application  (S.25  ; 26  ; 29) 

Horton  Road  and  Coney  Hill 

546 

252 

Glenside 

9i 

3i 

Barrow  Gurney 

149 

18 

Littlemore,  Oxford  ... 

16 

5 

Warneford,  Oxford  ...  ...  ...  * ... 

— 

1 

Roundway,  Devizes  ... 

— 

1 

Totals  

802 

308 

The  following  figures  relate  the  proportion  of  patients  who  were  treated  in  hospital,  on  a Voluntary 
or  informal  basis. 

1958  Voluntary  patients,  admitted  under  S.i,  Mental  Treatment  Act, 

1930 

Total  Voluntary  patients  including  those  originally  admitted  under 
Sections  20  and  21,  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  who  voluntarily 
remained  in  Hospital 

1959  Patients  entering  hospital  on  an  informal  basis  

1961  Informal  admissions  ... 

The  other  aspect  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  which  is  being  kept  under  constant  review  concerns 
the  use  of  the  Emergency  admission  procedure,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  29  of  the  Act.  In  1961, 
109  patients  were  admitted  on  Emergency  Applications  (26.3%  of  the  total  with  which  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  were  directly  concerned),  compared  with  202  (or  55.5%)  such  admissions,  in  1958,  on  “ Three 
Day  Orders,”  under  Section  2c  of  the  Lunacy  Act.  v"3 

Of  the  patients,  admitted  during  1961,  with  the  direct  assistance  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers, 
33-3%  entered  Hospital  informally. 


23.9' 


73-5% 

95% 

72.9% 
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b)  Mental  Subnormality 

(i)  ADMISSIONS  TO  HOSPITAL 

The  following  table  quotes  the  numbers,  of  subnormal  patients,  admitted  during  1961,  for  long-term 
hospital  care  : — 


Hospitals 

Informal 

Subject  to 
Detention 

Court  Orders 

Total 

Stoke  Park 

17 

2 

1 

20 

Hortham 

6 

1 

1 

8 

Brentry 

5 

3 

1 

9 

Pewsey 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Borocourt 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Sandhill  Park 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

32 

6 

3 

4i 

The  proportion  of  subnormal  patients  admitted  informally  was  78.0%.  This  compares  closely  with 
the  informal  admission  rate  of  mentally  ill  patients  for  1961,  which  was  72.9%. 

Fewer  patients  were  admitted  for  long-term  care  than  in  i960,  when  44  such  admissions  were  effected. 
The  number  of  patients  on  the  waiting  list  for  long-term  hospital  care  at  31st  December,  1961,  had  risen 
to  40  of  which  10  are  regarded  as  urgent.  The  waiting  list  at  31st  December,  i960,  was  37. 

During  the  year,  short-term  care  was  also  arranged  for  49  patients  : 44  in  hospitals  and  5 in  private 
Homes.  These  short-term  admissions  involve  the  hospitals  in  much  additional  work,  but  they  are  very 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  parents  who  then  have  some  relief  from  the  problem  of  caring  for  subnormal 
patients  at  home. 

During  1961,  115  new  cases  were  referred,  compared  with  105  in  i960.  The  classifications  of  the  new 
cases,  and  the  sources  of  their  referral,  are  summarised  in  the  following  table  : — 

New  Cases — 1961 


Subnormal 

Severely  Subnormal 

Source  of  Referral 

Under  16 

Over  16 

Total 

Under  16 

Over  16 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

Local  Education  Authority 

Unsuitable  for  education  at  School  ... 

7 

4 

11 

9 

4 

13 

24 

For  care  and  guidance  after  leaving 
school 

22 

13 

6 

6 

47 

47 

School  Medical  Officer 

As  obviously  unsuitable  for  education 
at  school 

1 

4 

5 

5 

Other  Local  Health  Authorities 

4 

3 

3 

7 

17 

1 

6 

1 

1 

9 

26 

On  discharge  from  hospital  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Police  and  Courts 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Others  (e.g.  By  parents,  M.W.O’s, 
Children’s  Officer,  etc.)  ... 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

7 

Totals 

33 

21 

12 

16 

82 

11 

14 

5 

3 

33 

Ii5 

The  Register,  at  31st  December,  1961,  included  1,475  patients  normally  resident  in  the  County3 
compared  with  1,462  at  the  end  of  i960. 
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Nature  of  care,  treatment 
and  guidance 

Subnormal 

Severely  Subnormal 

Total 

Under  16 

Over  16 

Total 

Under  16 

Over  16 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Receiving  care  and 

guidance  in  the 

community 

54 

25 

225 

224 

528 

77 

72 

122 

100 

37i 

8qq 

Under  Guardianship  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

4 

8 

Q 

In  Hospital  (including 

y 

patients  on  leave) 

5 

3 

122 

105 

235 

60 

26 

133 

113 

332 

567 

Totals  ... 

59 

28 

348 

329 

764 

138 

98 

258 

217 

711 

1475 

(iii)  Care,  Treatment  and  Guidance 

The  Committee  regularly  reviews  the  register  and  discontinues  supervision  of  those  patients  whose 
employment  and  behaviour  have  consistently  been  good.  During  1961,  the  names  of  41  patients  were 
removed  from  the  register.  These  patients  fully  understand  that  further  help  can  always  be  obtained  by 
contacting  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  should  the  occasion  arise. 


(iv)  EMPLOYMENT 

At  31st  December,  1961,  of  the  total  of  908  subnormal  patients  receiving  care  and  guidance  in  the 

County,  240  were  in  normal  employment  and  a further  7 were  at  Remploy  factories.  Their  occupations 
were  : — 


Domestic  work 

32 

Factories  8 1 

Agriculture 

52 

General  labour  44 

Local  authorities 

7 

Mining  1 1 

Retail  trades 

13 

Remploy  7 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  work  closely  with  the  Youth  Employment  and  Disablement  Rehabilita- 
tion Officers  in  seeking  employment  for  these  patients. 


(v)  PATIENTS  ON  LEAVE  FROM  HOSPITALS 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  visit  most  of  the  patients  who  are  on  leave  from  hospitals.  Those  on 
short  leave  may  not  require  supervision  but  those  within  easy  travelling  distance  of  the  hospital  may  be 
visited  by  the  hospital  social  workers.  Before  patients  are  discharged  they  are  usually  visited  by  both  the 

hospital  social  workers  and  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  concerned,  to  ensure  continuity  in  the  patients’ 
after-care. 

The  maximum  single  period  of  leave,  for  a detained  patient,  permitted  under  the  Mental  Health  Act 
1959,  is  limited  to  six  months.  This  has  disadvantages,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  Licence  arrange- 
ments, where  periods  of  eighteen  months  could  be  granted  and  extended,  where  necessary,  for  similar 
periods.  For  a patient,  who  has  perhaps  previously  spent  several  years  in  hospital,  it  may  take  far  longer 
than  six  months  before  he  is  settled  in  satisfactory  employment  and  has  secure  residential  arrangements. 
This  is  one  aspect  of  the  new  Act  which  has  caused  difficulties  in  isolated  cases. 
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(vi)  GUARDIANSHIP 

At  31st  December,  1961,  9 were  under  guardianship,  compared  with  a total  of  5 at  the  end  of  i960. 
During  1961,  6 patients  (3  male  and  3 female)  who  were  liable  to  detention  in  hospital,  were  transferred 
to  the  guardianship  of  the  Council.  During  the  transitional  six  month  period  of  the  Act,  all  existing  guardian- 
ship patients  were  medically  examined.  As  2 female  adult  patients  were  then  classified  as  mentally  subnormal 
their  guardianship  orders  were  discharged  on  30th  April.  One  patient,  who  is  in  the  guardianship  of  the 
Bristol  Local  Health  Authority,  is  under  the  care  and  guidance  of  the  County  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 


(vii)  TRAINING  CENTRES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  trainees  attending  the  five  Centres,  at  the  end  of  December, 
1961,  the  average  daily  attendance  for  the  past  year,  and  also  the  number  of  adults  on  the  registers. 


Training  Centre 

Number  on 
Register,  at 
22.12.61 

Average  Daily 
attendance 

Full-time  Staff 

Number  of  adults 
on  Register 

Cheltenham 

128* 

105.7  (83-03%) 

13 

34 

Cirencester 

45 

35.9  (83.03%) 

3 

24 

Newnham 

47 

39.0  (84.2%) 

5 

22 

Stonehouse 

50 

38.8  (82.6%) 

5 

26 

W armley 

95 1 

79.4  (86.0%) 

9 

55 

Totals  ... 

365 

298.8  (83.77%) 

35 

161 

Including  : *32  from  Gloucester  County  Borough  ; 40  from  Cheltenham  Municipal  Borough  and 
1 from  Worcestershire. 

f 1 from  Gloucester  County  Borough. 

Except  for  certain  areas,  where  separate  journeys  for  a small  number  of  patients  cannot  be  economically 
arranged,  all  those  suitable  are  now  attending.  From  the  summary,  it  will  be  noted  that  there  are  now 
almost  as  many  adult  as  junior  trainees  attending  our  Centres.  When  the  Centres  which  it  is  proposed  to 
build  at  Thornbury  and  Moreton-in-Marsh  are  completed  there  will  probably  be  an  adequate  number  of 
places  for  all  potential  patients  of  ages  less  than  sixteen  years. 

With  regard  to  the  adults,  however,  the  demand  for  places  grows  continually.  This  is  a natural  develop- 
ment as  only  a small  percentage  of  junior  trainees  can  be  placed  in  employment.  Nearly  all  of  them  continue 
training  in  adult  centres  after  reaching  the  age  of  sixteen  and  many  will  remain  in  those  Centres  for  most  of 
their  lives.  For  this  reason,  the  future  building  programme  emphasises  the  need  for  separate  adult  training 
centres. 

The  Committee  has  exercised  its  power,  provided  under  Section  12  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959, 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  three  children  of  school  age  at  training  centres.  In  two  instances,  these 
children  have  made  very  real  progress  and  their  parents  are  now  quite  convinced  that  they  are  properly 
placed  in  the  Centre.  In  the  other  case,  the  parents  have  refused  to  allow  their  son  to  attend  a Centre 
even  for  a trial  period,  and  an  application  is  to  be  made  to  the  Court  for  the  enforcement  of  the  order. 

A group  catering  for  those  severely  subnormal  children  requiring  special  care  is  now  operating  at 
Warmley. 

The  Council  intends  that  its  Centres  shall  be  staffed  by  qualified.  Supervisors  and  Assistant  Supervisors. 
To  expedite  this  one,  member  of  the  staff  of  each  of  the  four  County  Centres  will  be  granted  leave  with 
pay  to  attend  Diploma  Courses  each  year.  The  Staff  establishment  has  been  increased  to  permit  the 
appointment  of  four  relief  Assistant  Supervisors. 
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During  1961,  one  assistant  supervisor  successfully  completed  a Diploma  Course  and  was  appointed 
as  Relief  Assistant  Supervisor,  and  a supervisor  and  an  assistant  commenced  Diploma  Courses. 

The  workshop  groups  have  made  encouraging  progress.  It  is  still  extremely  difficult  to  secure  simple, 
reasonably  well  paid  contract  work.  Despite  this,  the  gross  annual  income  from  work  completed  by  these 
adult  trainees  now  amounts  to  £2,106.  The  Area  Health  Committees  constantly  review  these  figures  and 
have  authorised  the  payment  of  higher  pocket  money  rates  to  the  trainees  concerned  whenever  the  increased 
income  has  permitted. 

The  Home  Teacher,  on  four  days  each  week,  collects  six  patients  from  their  homes  in  the  North 
Cotswold.  area  and  gives  tnem  training,  as  a group,  at  Chipping  Campden.  She  also  spends  one  day  weekly 
carrying  out  teaching  programmes  with  children  in  their  own  homes,  at  Charlton  Kings,  Churchdown  and 
Upton  St  Leonards. 

The  Gloucestershire  Branch  of  the  National  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children  has  again 
been  generous  and  helpful.  Apart  from  its  numerous  gifts,  the  Society’s  members  have  been  of  great 
help  in  the  organisation  oi  the  'Vouth  Clubs,  v/hich  opened  during  1961  at  Cirencester  and  Cheltenham, 
and  also  in  planning  a sponsored  holiday  scheme  for  trainees  of  the  Cirencester  Centre. 

1 he  Committee  welcomed  the  nomination  of  a representative  of  the  Gloucestershire  Branch  of  the 
Society,  for  service  on  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee. 

4.  Public  Relations 

The  interest  of  the  public,  created  in  i960  by  the  Mental  Health  Year  activities,  has  been  well  main- 
tained. Talks  and  lectures  have  been  regularly  given  to  groups  from  a wide  range  of  interests — including 
student  nurses,  health  visitors,  parent/teacher  organisations  and  even  Sunday  evening  talks  to  Church 
Youth  Clubs.  The  film  of  the  Cheltenham  Training  Centre,  sponsored  by  the  Society  for  Mentally 
Handicapped  Children  has  been  widely  shown. 

5.  Co-operation  with  Hospitals 

(a)  Subnormal  Patients 

The  Medical  Superintendents  have  been  most  helpful  in  accepting  patients  both  for  short  and  long 
term  hospital  care,  and  in  the  examination  of  patients  at  their  Assessment  Clinics.  The  very  close  liaison 
with  the  hospitals  has  ensured  that  those  patients  most  urgently  in  need  of  admission  are  afforded  priority. 

Efforts  have  continued  to  secure  an  Assessment  Clinic,  for  subnormal  patients,  more  conveniently 
situated  than  those  at  Bristol  and  Cirencester  and  a Clinic  will  open  in  the  Gloucester  area,  early  in  1962. 

( b ) Mentally  III  Patients 

The  effective  liaison  with  the  staff  of  Horton  Road  and  Coney  Hill  Hospitals,  Gloucester,  and  with 
Littlemore  Hospital,  Oxford,  has  continued.  This  liaison  is  now  equally  effective  with  Glenside  Hospital, 
Bristol,  but  the  Barrow  Gurney  Hospital  staff  appear  to  require  less  assistance  from  our  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  in  the  community  care  of  their  patients. 

This  improved  liaison  which,  of  necessity,  has  increased  the  number  of  Case  Conferences,  unfortu- 
nately introduces  problems  for  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  who  are  able  only  to  attend  those  at  which 
their  attendance  is  imperative.  The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  continue  to  submit  reports  on  the  follow-up 
of  patients  who  were  discharged  from  hospital  twelve  months  previously. 

6.  The  Future  Mental  Health  Service 

The  Mental  Health  Act  has  now  been  in  operation  for  more  than  a year  and  the  future  pattern  of  the 
service  may  be  traced  from  the  developments  detailed  in  previous  paragraphs  of  this  Report.  It  would 
seem  that  informal  admission  is  inappropriate  for  roughly  one-fifth  of  all  the  patients  admitted  to  hospital. 
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On  the  other  hand,  once  patients  are  admitted,  and  their  prejudice  to  in-patient  care  is  overcome,  it  is 
exceptional  for  them  to  remain  in  hospital,  other  than  on  an  informal  basis,  until  their  treatment  is  com- 
pleted. Patients  are  now  being  discharged  after  a relatively  short  hospital  stay. 

The  Committee  hopes  that,  as  soon  as  it  is  practicable,  all  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  may  attend 
qualifying  courses,  especially  for  those  with  but  relatively  short  social  work  experience.  One  Mental 
Welfare  Officer  was  granted  leave,  for  practical  work  placement,  whilst  successfully  studying  for  his 
Diploma  in  Social  Science. 

Evening  Social  Clubs  are  now  held  in  Cirencester  and  Cheltenham,  both  catering  mainly  for  adult 
subnormal  patients,  and  they  are  well  attended.  The  branches  of  the  National  Society  for  Mentally  Handi- 
capped Children  have  been  of  considerable  help,  not  only  in  the  staffing  of  these  clubs  but  also  in  the 
provision  of  transport.  Arrangements  are  well  advanced  for  the  opening  of  a Youth  Club  in  the  Warrpley 
area.  In  these  clubs,  a proportion  of  the  members  are  of  normal  intelligence  and  their  membership  is 
encouraged  as  it  widens  the  interest  and  contacts  of  the  subnormal  members. 

There  appears  to  be  but  limited  demand  for  Hostel  accommodation,  at  the  present  time.  Plans  are 
completed  for  the  conversion  of  the  Hostel  at  “ Merrowdown,”  Cheltenham,  but  with  regard  to  the  other 
three  Hostels  included  in  the  Council’s  Proposals,  it  has  been  decided  that  their  provision  is  of  less  urgent 
priority  than  the  building  of  Adult  Training  Centres.  Hostels  will  be  expensive  to  run  and  maintain  and, 
it  is  obviously  desirable  that,  when  they  are  completed,  they  should  have  a high  rate  of  occupation  if  their 
costs  are  to  be  justified. 

3.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Care  of  Handicapped  Persons 
(a)  Blind 

Age  at  Onset  of  Blindness  of  New  Cases — 1961  : 
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The  Total  Number  of  blind  persons  in  the  County  was  970  as  compared  with  980  in  i960. 

There  were  105  registrations  showing  a decrease  of  18  on  the  previous  year,  exclusive  of  transfers 
from  other  Counties. 


Recommendations  of  Ophthalmic  Surgeons  and  Causes  of  Blindness 


Causes 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Others 

(a)  No  Treatment  ... 

23 

7 

33 

(b)  Treatment,  Medical,  Surgical  or  Optical 

(c)  Number  of  cases  which  on  follow  up  action 

28 

4 

15 

have  received  treatment 

15 

6 

8 
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Education  and  Employment  : 

f At  Home 

Age  2-4  ^ Nursery  School 

Ineducable — Institution 
f Special  School 

Age  5-15  Educable  at  Home  ... 

Ineducable,  in  Institution  or  at  Home 

Undergoing  Training  for  Sheltered  Employment  ... 
Undergoing  Training  for  Open  Employment 

Unemployed  subject  to  Training  

Unemployed  but  capable  without  Training 
Workshops  for  the  Blind 
Home  Workers 
Gainfully  Employed  ... 

Not  available  for  employment,  age  16-59 
Not  available  for  employment,  age  60-64 
Not  capable  of  Work,  age  16  - 59  ... 

Not  capable  of  Work,  age  60  - 64  ... 

Over  65  


4 

1 

2 
7 

3 
6 

1 

3 

4 

2 

9 

M 

77 

66 

34 

55 

19 

663 


970 
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During  the  year  four  men  have  received  Industrial  Rehabilitation  at  America  Lodge,  Torquay.  Two 
men  have  been  resettled  in  Open  Industry  and  one  man  in  the  Light  Engineering  Section  of  the  Bristol 
Royal  Blind  Workshops. 

One  woman  has  retired  from  the  Bristol  Royal  Blind  Workshops  and  one  has  been  admitted  to  the 
Machine  Knitting  Department. 


Home  Teaching  Service 

During  the  year  the  Home  Teachers  paid  9,647  visits  to  the  Blind  and  Partially-Sighted  in  their  own 
homes  and  gave  2,014  lessons  in  reading  embossed  literature  (Braille  and  Moon),  Deaf-Blind  Manual 
and  Handicrafts.  The  increased  number  of  visits  and  lessons  is  due  to  increased  staff.  There  have  been 
changes  in  Handicraft  Classes.  The  Cirencester  Class  has  ceased  owing  to  lack  of  support.  The  Stonehouse 
and  Stroud  classes  have  amalgamated  and  a new  class  has  been  started  in  Lydney.  Tewkesbury  and 
Soundwell  continue  as  previously.  Some  very  good  work  has  been  produced  at  these  Centres. 


Deaf  I Blind 

The  Western  Regional  Association  for  the  Blind  arranged  another  week-end  at  Weston-super-Mare 
which  was  very  much  appreciated.  The  Home  Teachers  acting  as  guides  as  in  former  years. 


Homes 

ELLERSLIE,  ALBERT  ROAD,  CHELTENHAM 

There  is  accommodation  for  37  and  the  Home  has  been  kept  full  throughout  the  year.  The  installation 
of  the  lift  in  the  main  building  has  made  a great  improvement  to  the  working  arrangements  of  the  Home 
and  is  of  benefit  to  those  who  find  the  stairs  difficult. 
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FERNEY  HILL  HOME  FOR  THE  INFIRM  BLIND,  DURSLEY 

There  are  4 beds  for  men  and  19  for  women.  There  is  a constant  demand  for  female  beds  but  by  no 
means  the  same  demand  for  male  beds. 

Both  Homes  are  fortunate  in  having  Voluntary  Visitors  for  shopping,  writing  letters  and  entertain- 
ments, which  is  much  appreciated  by  Staff  and  residents. 

(6)  Partially -Sighted 

During  the  year  22  names  were  added  to  the  Register  making  a total  of  139  on  the  Register,  an  increase 
of  5 on  the  previous  year. 


Total  number  on  Register — Age  Groups  31ST  December,  1961 


0 - 1 
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The  following  table  shows  how  the  Register  is  compiled  : — 

Age  2-4  At  Home  ...  ...  ...  2 

f Special  Schools  ...  ...  12 

5 - 15  ^ Ordinary  Schools  ...  ...  6 

^Ineducable  ...  ...  ...  2 

Undergoing  Training  ...  ...  ...  1 

Employed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Unemployed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Not  available  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 


139 


Newly  Registered 


0 - 1 

2-4 

5 " 15 

16  - 20 

21  - 49 

50  - 64 

65  plus 

Total 

— 

1 

4 

— 

4 

1 

12 

22 

Recommendations  of  Ophthalmic  Surgeons — Causes  of  Partial  Blindness 


Causes 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Others 

(a)  No  Treatment  ... 

0 

1 

2 

(b)  Treatment  (Medical,  Surgical  or  Optical) 

(c)  Number  of  cases  which  on  follow  up  have 

6 

3 

11 

received  treatment 

1 

1 

4 
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(c)  Deaf 

The  register  reached  a total  of  1,240  at  31st  December,  1961,  an  increase  of  169. 
The  cases  fall  into  the  following  groups  : — 


Deaf 

Hard  of  hearing 

Under  16  years 

22 

155 

16  - 64  years  ... 

99 

355 

Over  65  years  ... 

119 

490 

Totals 

240 

1,000 

A total  of  1,194  home  visits  have  been  made,  10  to  under  2 years  old,  314  to  those  under  16,  273  to  the 
under  65  years  old  and  597  to  the  over  65’s. 

1961  saw  the  formation  of  a new  Club  for  the  Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing  of  Cheltenham  and  district. 

The  Club  first  met  in  St  Mark’s  Community  Centre,  but  this  was  found  to  be  too  far  from  the  Town  Centre, 
and  has  now  moved  to  the  Coronation  Rooms,  Dowty  House.  The  Welfare  Officer  holds  lip  reading 
classes  for  the  first  half-hour  of  each  meeting. 

The  Stroud  Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing  Club  and  the  Deaf  Blind  Club  at  Stroud  have  continued  to 
meet. 

The  Welfare  Officer  continues  to  attend  the  Hearing  Assessment  and  Training  Clinic  for  children  at 
the  Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary.  The  Clinic  is  held  twice  monthly  on  Saturdays,  assessment  and 
checks  being  carried  out  in  the  mornings,  and  training  in  the  afternoon.  The  Otologist  in  charge  of  the 
Hearing  Assessment  Clinic  has  extended  its  facilities  to  include  born  deaf  and  early  deafened  adults  who 
have  useful  hearing  not  appreciated  in  the  days  before  individual  hearing  aids  were  available  under  the 
National  Health  Service.  The  Welfare  Officer  will  hold  weekly  evening  classes  at  the  Gloucestershire 
Royal  Infirmary  where  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing  people  can  receive  the  form  of  rehabilitation  they  require, 
be  it  lip  reading  or  auditory  training.  The  number  in  this  group  has  proved  to  be  much  greater  than  had 
been  realised. 

(d)  Cripples 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  rose  to  2,219  by  December  31st,  1961,  and  during  the  year  301 
new  applications  were  received.  The  cases  fall  into  the  following  groups  : — 

Male  Female 

Under  16  years  144  n6 

16-64  years 759  696 

65  years  and  over  178  326 

Again  the  largest  increase  occurred  in  the  16  - 64  age  group  where  51  men  and  60  women  were  added 
to  the  register.  The  over  65  group  showed  an  increase  of  21  men  and  51  women  while  37  more  children 
were  included,  17  boys  and  20  girls. 

An  analysis  of  the  register  shows  that  the  main  causes  of  disability  are  : — 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis  and  Osteo-Arthritis  .. . ...  qqs 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

Cerebral  Palsy 
Hemiplegia 
Amputations  ... 

Surgical  Tuburculosis 
Congenital  deformities 
Injuries  due  to  accident 
Disseminated  Sclerosis 


213 

161 

213 

140 

114 

105 

113 

117 
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Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Bronchiectasis  and  Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Epilepsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Muscular  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Osteomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Parkinsons  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Other  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  348 


2,219 


The  number  of  cases  of  Hemiplegia  has  risen  by  60,  an  increase  of  25%  during  the  year  ; Rheumatoid 
Arthritis  and  Osteo-arthritis  show  an  increase  of  39  cases  and  Disseminated  Sclerosis  of  17.  No  new 
cases  of  poliomyelitis  or  surgical  tuberculosis  have  been  referred  this  year. 


Tuberculosis  Cases 

147  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  having  domiciliary  occupational  therapy,  an  increase  of 
on  last  15  year’s  figures.  Many  of  these  cases  return  to  work  within  six  months  of  leaving  hospital. 


Occupational  Therapy 

The  four  Occupational  Therapists  have  made  3,622  visits  during  the  year,  319  less  than  last  year  as 
South  Gloucestershire  was  without  an  Occupational  Therapist  for  four  months.  909  patients  have  received 
occupational  therapy,  including  instruction  in  craftwork,  and  advice  and  help  with  aids  to  daily  living. 
178  patients  are  attending  Occupational  Therapy  Centres  set  up  in  different  parts  of  the  county  : — 
Forest  of  Dean  Centre,  St  John’s  Hall,  Cinderford  ...  Thursdays  10  a.m.  - 4.30  p.m. 

Filton  Centre,  Shield  Road  Clinic  Fridays  1.45  - 4.30  p.m. 

Soundwell  Centre,  Soundwell  Clinic  Wednesdays  1.45-5  p.m. 

Stroud  Centre,  The  Church  Institute  ...  ...  ...  Mondays  1.45-5  p.m. 

Plans  are  being  made  to  start  an  Occupational  Therapy  Centre  in  Cheltenham  next  year. 

During  “ Help  the  Disabled  Week  ” in  October  an  Open  Day  was  arranged  at  the  O.T.  Centre  at 
Cinderford.  Handicapped  persons  were  seen  at  work  including  some  doing  rush  work  and  chair  seating. 
A very  good  display  of  articles  made  at  the  Centre  attracted  a great  deal  of  attention  and  many  orders  were 
taken. 

The  film  “ One  Man’s  Challenge  ” illustrating  how  a Gloucestershire  man  overcame  his  severe 
disabilities  was  shown  twice  during  the  day. 


Social  Clubs 

The  B.R.C.S.  have  opened  another  new  Good  Companions  Club  at  Dursley,  so  that  these  clubs  now 
meet  at  : — 

Cirencester,  Beeches  Community  Centre  Tuesdays  2 - 5 p.m.  fortnightly 

Dursley  B.R.C.S.  Headquarters,  Woodmancote  Road  ...  Mondays  2-5  p.m.  fortnightly 
Cheltenham  Ambulance  Headquarters,  Gloucester  Road  Tuesdays  2-5  p.m.  fortnightly 
The  B.R.C.S.  kindly  allow  physically  handicapped  people  from  Gloucester  Rural  area  to  attend  their 
Good  Companions  Club  in  Gloucester  when  they  have  vacancies. 


Marketing 

The  number  of  handicapped  people  having  occupational  therapy  continues  to  increase  and,  as  a 
result,  more  and  more  saleable  goods  are  produced.  The  marketing  of  these  handmade  articles  is  a very 
real  problem  and  thanks  are  due  to  the  many  voluntary  helpers  who  assist  with  the  actual  sales,  and  to 
many  organisations  and  firms  who  allow  us  to  display  and  sell  our  goods  on  their  premises. 


Since  the  move  to  13  Berkeley  Street  in  August,  more  space  is  available  in  the  new  Occupational 
Therapy  Store  and  a bigger  stock  of  finished  articles  can  now  be  carried. 

Voluntary  Help 

The  area  committees  continue  to  give  invaluable  help  and  a great  deal  of  time  and  energy  is  put  into 
regular  visiting,  raising  money,  helping  with  sales  and  organising  parties,  outings  and  Church  services. 
Altogether  there  are  133  voluntary  helpers  carrying  out  this  work  in  the  eight  area  Committees  in  the 
county. 


SECTION  C 
DISEASES 

1.  Infectious  Diseases 

The  notification  of  infectious  diseases  received  during  the  year  is  set  out  in  Table  II  at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

(<2)  Diphtheria 

This  is  the  eighth  year  in  succession  without  a case  of  Diphtheria. 

C b ) Scarlet  Fever 

The  number  of  notifications  was  212  as  compared  with  257  in  i960. 

(e)  Measles 

There  were  9,535  cases  notified  as  compared  with  1,759  in  i960. 

(d)  Whooping  Cough 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  320  as  compared  with  484. 

( e ) Pneumonia 

There  were  232  cases  of  pneumonia  as  compared  with  92  in  i960.  Of  these  26  occurred  in  urban 
districts  and  206  in  rural  districts.  277  deaths  were  recorded  as  compared  with  209. 

(/)  Influenza 

Although  there  was  no  Influenza  epidemic  in  1961,  97  deaths  were  recorded  as  due  to  or  associated 
with  this  disease. 


(g)  G astro- Intestinal  Diseases 

204  cases  of  dysentery  were  reported  as  compared  with  251  in  i960,  58  in  urban  districts  and  146  in 
rural  districts. 

( h ) Diseases  of  the  Central  Nervous  System 

The  number  of  cases  of  anterior  poliomyelitis  notified  was  3 paralytic  and  one  non-paralytic. 

(i)  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

There  was  a further  decrease  in  the  notification  to  90  (92  in  i960). 
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2.  Venereal  Diseases 

Report  by  A.  E.  Tinkler,  Esq.,  m.a.,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Consultant  Venereologist  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board 

During  1961  there  was  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  Gloucestershire  County  patients  seen  at 
the  V.D.  clinics  at  Gloucester  Royal  Hospital,  Cheltenham  General  Hospital,  and  the  Bristol  clinics. 

Table  i 

New  Cases  : All  Conditions,  Gloucester  County  Residents — 1958-1961 

1958  ...  259 

1959  •••  318 

1960  ...  356 

1961  ...  443 


Syphilis 

An  analysis  of  these  figures  shows  that  syphilis  (all  stages)  remains  at  a very  low  level  of  incidence. 
Only  one  case  of  primary  syphilis  in  a county  resident  was  seen  during  the  year.  This  was  a male  patient  who 
had  contracted  the  disease  overseas.  There  were  four  cases  of  late  syphilis  and  one  congenital  aged  12  years. 
The  most  encouraging  feature  is  the  virtual  disappearance  of  infantile  congenital  syphilis.  No  case  under 
the  age  of  1 year  has  been  encountered  in  a Gloucestershire  resident  in  the  past  7 years. 

Gonorrhoea 


Table  2 

Incidence  of  Gonnorhoea — Gloucestershire  Patients — 1956-1961 


England  and  Wales 

Gloucestershire  Patients 

1956 

20,310 

33 

1957 

24,352 

50 

1958 

27,913 

46 

1959 

3T320 

66 

i960 

33,640 

68 

1961 

37,026 

93 

The  incidence  of  gonorrhoea  in  England  and  Wales  as 

a whole  has  doubled  since  1955.  This  disturbing 

increase  has  been  confined  largely  to  the  great  industrial  centres  and  ports,  but  the  significant  increase  in 

Gloucestershire  patients  in 

1961  indicates  that  the  inevitable  spread  to  the  less  industrialised  areas  of  the 

country  is  now  taking  place. 

In  considering  the  increasing  incidence  of  venereal  disease  in  the  country  as  a whole,  two  prominent 
features  emerge.  Firstly  the  very  high  incidence  of  gonorrhoea  amongst  male  immigrants.  This  is  mainly 
a problem  of  the  large  industrial  centres  and  affects  the  Gloucestershire  incidence  only  indirectly.  Secondly 
the  rising  proportion  of  patients  of  both  sexes  infected  before  the  age  of  20  years.  In  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole  the  18-19  year  old  age  groups  in  both  sexes  show  a much  higher  percentage  increase  than  any 
other  age  group. 

An  analysis  of  the  county  figures  shows  this  same  disturbing  trend.  Earlier  maturity  and  economic 
independence,  looser  parental  control  and  the  standards  of  mass  media,  are  all  contributory  factors. 

3.  Malignant  Diseases 

I am  obliged  to  Major  R.  Leyland,  M.B.E.,  the  Records  Officer  of  the  Regional  Cancer  Records 
Bureau,  for  the  following  statistics  which  are  of  particular  interest  : — 
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(a)  Cases  registered  with  the  Cancer  Bureau  in  1961 

Lip  •••  ...  ...  ... 

Tongue  ...  

Salivary  Glands 
Floor  of  Mouth 
Other  parts  of  mouth 
Oral  mesopharynx  and  tonsil 

Nasopharynx 

Hypopharynx 

Pharynx  

Oesophagus  

Stomach  

Small  intestine 
Colon  ... 

Rectum  

Biliary  passages  and  liver 

Pancreas  

Peritoneum 

Nose  and  nasal  cavities 

Larynx 

Bronchus  

Mediastinum  ... 

Breast 

Cervix 

Body  of  Uterus 

Chorionepithelioma  

Uterus 

Ovary 

Unspecified  Female  genital  organs 

Prostate  

'f estis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Unspecified  male  genital  organs 

Kidney  

Bladder  

Melanoma 

Skins  (including  Rodent  Ulcer) 

Lye  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Brain  and  C.N.S 

Thyroid  

Endocrine  glands 
Bones  ... 

Fibrosarcoma  ... 

Secondary  nodes 
Carcinomatosis  and  others  ... 
Lymphosarcoma 

Hodgkins  

Reticulosis 
Multiple  myeloma 
Leukaemia 

Neurinoma  


1 

8 

9 

1 

1 

...  4 

2 
2 
1 

20 

. . . 64 

...  4 

83 

43 

15 

.. . 22 

5 

1 

9 

•••  137 

2 
113 

32 

. ..  22 

3 

...  2 

. . . 24 

11 

. . . 26 

4 

2 

12 
38 
10 

105 

1 

18 

4 

1 

5 
4 

4 
9 
7 

6 

3 

5 
23 

2 


Total 


930 
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(b)  Survival  table  as  at  31  st  December , 1961,  of  cases  registered  in  1956 


Lip  * * * •••  . . . . . « » . . . . . . . . 2 

Salivary  Glands  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floor  of  Mouth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  parts  of  mouth  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hypopharynx 2 

Stomach  1 

Colon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Rectum  12 

Biliary  passages  and  liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose  and  nasal  cavities  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Larynx 2 

Bronchus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Breast 52 

Cervix 14 

Body  of  Uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ovary 3 

Unspecified  Female  genital  organs 4 

Prostate  2 

Testis 2 

Unspecified  male  genital  organs  ...  ...  ...  1 


Bladder 

Melanoma 

Skins  (Including  Rodent  Ulcer) 


Thyroid  2 

Bones  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fibrosarcoma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Carcinomatosis  and  others  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lymphosarcoma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Reticulosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


SECTION  D 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  COUNTY 

Cheltenham  Borough 
Water 

During  the  year  18,900  yards  of  water  mains  were  laid  varying  from  1 in.  to  21  in.  diameter  pipes. 
All  main  water  supply  samples  reported  on  by  the  Analyst  to  the  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester  Joint  Water 
Board  were  satisfactory  and  suitable  for  a public  supply. 

Sewerage 

1.  130  yds.  9 in.  dia.  foul  sewer  relaid — rear  of  new  development  in  Hatherley  Road. 

2.  New  Arle  Outfall  sewer  completed.  10,000  ft.  of  45  in.,  54  in.  and  57  in.  dia.  pipes  and  tunnel 
work. 

3.  700  ft.  of  33  in.  dia.  foul  sewer — relaying  of  Rowanfield  Sewer  between  Arle  Road  and  the  River 
Chelt. 
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Sewage  Disposal 

\%oik  started  on  Stage  2 Extensions  to  the  Hayden  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  estimated  cost  including 
machinery  and  equipment  £456,000. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : Flats  18,  Houses  28. 

General  Needs  : Mais.  64,  Flats  40,  Houses  3 l Total  No.  of  Dwellings  187. 

New  Houses  : Council  Flats  34  ; Private  development  327  Houses  completed. 


Charlton  Kings  Urban  District 
Water 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Cheltenham  Borough  Water  Department.  There  were  no  major  extensions 
of  water  mains. 

Sampling  of  the  water  in  distribution  is  carried  out  on  a regular  and  routine  basis  by  the  Cheltenham 
Corporation. 

No.  of  new  premises  connected  : 25. 

No.  of  existing  premises  connected  : 1. 

Sewerage 

Treatment  of  sewage  is  carried  out  at  the  Disposal  Works  of  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Cheltenham. 
Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : Five  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  under  Sec.  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1957.  Three 

of  these  houses  were  demolished,  one  is  the  subject  of  an  undertaking  to  repair  and  one  to  an  undertaking 
not  to  re-let. 

Overcrowding  : There  were  no  cases  discovered. 

New  Houses  : Council,  6 Flats  (all  for  Old  People)  ; Private  development,  50. 


Cirencester  Urban  District 
Water 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Cotswold  Water  Board  which  was  formed  on  the  1st  April,  1961.  The 
supply  is  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and  quantity,  only  a very  few  properties  do  not  have  a mains  supply. 

During  the  year  1961  no  mains  extensions  were  laid  in  the  Cirencester  Urban  District  but  69  new  house 
connections  were  made. 

Sewerage 

Extension  to  sewers  were  carried  out  for  new  housing  development. 

No  particular  difficulties  were  experienced  at  the  Shorncote  Disposal  Works  and  no  samples  were 
adversely  commented  on  by  the  Thames  Conservancy. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : 5 individual  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Closing 
orders  were  made  in  respect  of  3 of  the  properties  and  an  undertaking  was  given  by  the  owner  in  respect 

2-  Three  houses  owned  by  the  Council  in  the  Clearance  Area  were  closed.  3 overcrowded  families  were 
re-housed. 

New  Houses  : 7 new  council  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  4 three  bedroomed  and  3 one 
bedroomed  for  old  people. 

A total  made  up  of  53  three  bedroomed  and  1 two  bedroomed  houses  were  built  for  private  enterprise. 
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Kingswood  Urban  District 
Water 

The  water  undertaking,  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.,  have  continued  to  extend  their  mains  to  serve  new 
estates  erected  within  the  area.  Check  samples  were  taken  from  time  to  time,  and  were  found  satisfactory 
in  all  cases.  There  are  one  or  two  properties  in  the  area  with  private  supplies,  either  by  means  of  wells  or 
springs  and  these  are  gradually  being  brought  into  line  by  the  aid  of  grants. 

Sewerage 

Sewage  continues  to  be  disposed  of  at  Conham  but  now  half  the  output  goes  into  the  Bristol  sewer. 
This  is  part  treated  and  part  crude. 

Housing 

Houses  Made  Fit  : After  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  90 

After  formal  action — 

(a)  P.H.  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(b)  Housing  Act  1957  74 

Slum  Clearance  : Houses  demolished  and  persons  rehoused. 

Houses  Displacement 

Demolished  Persons  Families 

Clearance  Areas  ...  ...  20  26  10 

Individual  Unfit  ...  ...  22  66  30 

Overcrowding  : Nil. 

New  Houses  : Council,  76  (including  16  O.P.D.)  ; Private  development,  250. 

Mangotsfield  Urban  District 
Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : 16  houses  were  subjected  to  demolition  or  Closing  Order  procedure  during  the 
year  and  the  occupants  rehoused.  In  addition,  the  Council  declared  a block  of  three  houses  to  be  a clearance 
area,  making  a total  of  19  properties  having  been  dealt  with. 

The  housing  position  generally  as  at  the  31st  December,  1961,  was  very  satisfactory,  156  having  been 
dealt  with  from  1955  to  1961  as  against  the  number  of  120  estimated  at  the  start  of  the  five  year  programme 
in  1955.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  Council’s  slum  clearance  programme  is  almost  complete,  but  the 
problem  is  a continuous  one,  houses  being  dealt  with  under  the  Flousing  Act  as  and  when  they  are  dis- 
covered and  where  the  Public  Health  Acts  would  be  of  no  avail. 

New  Houses  : 16  Aged  Persons  Flats,  with  a communal  block  and  laundry,  were  constructed  by  the 
Council  in  the  year  ending  December,  1961. 

Forty-one  private  dwellings  were  constructed  by  private  developers  in  the  same  year. 

Nails  worth  Urban  District 
Water 

(a)  Extensions  of  mains.  The  following  lengths  of  main  were  laid  during  1961  : — 

2 in.  main — Park  Road  (to  supply  Old  People’s  Bungalows)  ...  ...  50  yards 

3 in.  main — Dark  Lane  (private  development)  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  yards 

3 in.  main — Bunting  (connection  for  new  Secondary  Modern  school)  ...  100  yards 

(b)  Samples  taken  by  the  Stroud  District  Water  Board.  The  Board’s  Engineer  reports  that  during 
the  year  12  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  supply  at  Gig  Mill  and  all  samples  showed  B.  coli  absent 
per  100  mis. 
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(c)  Samples  taken  by  Nailsworth  U.D.C.  Public  Health  Department. 

(i)  Three  samples  of  a private  piped  supply  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  in  conjunction  with 
a series  of  bacteriological  tests.  All  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  sample  of  mains  water  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

(ii)  Of  the  39  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  17  were  mains  water,  17  were  spring 
water  and  5 were  well  water.  Whilst  all  the  mains  water  samples  were  satisfactory,  12  spring  water  samples 
were  unsatisfactory  and  all  the  well  water  samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

Housing 

(a)  Slum  Clearance  : One  house  was  demolished.  One  house  was  partly  demolished.  Eight  houses 
were  dealt  with  by  the  making  of  Closing  Orders.  Four  houses  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council  accepting 
Undertakings  from  the  owners.  Five  unfit  houses  were  made  fit  by  the  owners  and  the  Council  determined 
the  Closing  Orders  or  cancelled  the  Undertakings. 

(b)  Overcrowding  : No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  are  registered  by  the  Council. 

(c)  New  houses  : 

(i)  Council.  Eight  old  folks  bungalows  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year.  Six  3-bedroom 
houses  were  completed  during  the  year  and  a further  six  were  nearing  completion. 

(ii)  Private  development.  Thirteen  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  and  22  were  under 
construction  at  31st  December,  1961. 


Stroud  Urban  District 

Water  ( including  new  extensions  of  mains  and  reports  on  samples ) 

Public  Supplies 

The  water  supply  in  the  Urban  area  was  satisfactorily  maintained  both  in  quantity  and  quality  during 
the  year.  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no  special  cases  of  contamination  occurred  during 
the  year.  The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  below  the  average,  a wet  spring  was  followed  by  a cool  summer  and 
an  exceptionally  dry  autumn. 

Quality  of  Water.  The  Analyst’s  report  on  samples  collected  in  the  Urban  area  of  water  before  treat- 
ment and  as  supplied  to  the  consumer  was  as  follows  : — 

Description  of  samples  No.  of  Samples  B.  Coli.  per  100  mis  (Non- Faecal) 

0 1 2 5 10  25 

Untreated  Water  6 1 ~ _ 3 _ 2 

Water  as  supplied  to  consumer  37  36  - 1 - _ _ 

Mam  Laying.  The  following  mains  were  laid  during  the  year  to  supply  the  housing  developments  in 
the  area. 

2 in.  main — Capel  Court,  Uplands 

3 in.  and  4 in.  mains — Glevum  Estate,  Rodborough 

4 in.  main — Upper  Summer  Street,  Stroud 

Properties  Supplied.  The  estimated  number  of  properties  supplied  was  5,430  and,  of  this  number, 
approximately  no  drew  water  from  standpipes. 

Private  Supplies 

Very  few  wells  and  springs  remain  in  use  in  the  Urban  district  but  those  which  do  were  subjected  to 
checking  and  testing  where  necessary.  Seven  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  six  different  sources 
and  two  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  both  cases  the  properties  concerned  were  connected  to  the  mains 
supply.  A further  house,  previously  served  by  a polluted  spring,  was  also  connected  to  the  main  during 

the  year.  In  addition  successful  action  was  taken  to  remove  a source  of  contamination  from  a large  storage 
tank  supply.  & 
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Daily  tests  were  carried  out  at  the  Public  Swimming  Pools  for  residual  chlorine  and  PH  values. 
Seven  bacteriological  samples,  and  one  chemical,  were  also  taken  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Sezoerage 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  The  following  developed  areas  still  require  to  be  sewered.  The 
Westrip  Area,  Painswick  Road  including  Windsor  Place  and  Callowell.  A scheme  to  sewer  the  Westrip 
Area  will  be  carried  out  by  the  Summer  of  1962.  Foul  and  surface  water  drainage  will  be  provided  in  the 
Lightpill  Area  during  1962. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance 

Number  of  Houses  actually  demolished  in  1961  : 64 
Houses  made  subject  to  Closing  Orders  in  1961  : 25 

Houses  made  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  in  1961  (not  demolished  at  31. 12.61)  : 4 
Houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  Declared  in  1961  (not  confirmed  at  31. 12. 61):  4 
Houses  made  fit  in  1961  : 4 

Total  number  of  unfit  houses  in  Council’s  programme  : 508 
Number  dealt  with  by  3 1.12.61  : 303 

Overcrowding.  There  were  5 cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year,  4 of  which 
were  Council  houses.  These  were  due  in  the  main  to  natural  increases  in  families.  One  abatement  notice 
was  complied  with. 

New  Houses. 

Council 

(i)  Number  of  Council  houses  and  bungalows  erected  in  1961  : 2 

(ii)  Number  of  Council  fiats  erected  in  1961  : 35  (16  for  old  people) 

(iii)  Number  of  Council  houses  and  bungalows  under  construction  at  3 1.12.61  : 54  (25  for  old 

people) 

(iv)  Number  of  Council  flats  under  construction  at  31. 12. 61  : 109 

The  first  of  the  Council’s  schemes  for  group  dwellings,  with  a warden,  for  aged  persons,  was  completed 
and  occupied  during  1961.  This  comprised  16  flats  with  a communal  lounge  and  warden’s  accommodation 
at  Malvern  Gardens,  Cashes  Green.  A similar  scheme  comprising  25  bungalows  at  Farmhill  was  almost 
completed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  whilst  plans  are  in  hand  for  two  further  schemes  in  other  areas  in  the 
future. 

Private  Development 

(i)  Number  of  private  enterprise  houses  erected  in  1961  : 78 

(ii)  Number  of  private  enterprise  houses  under  construction  at  31. 12. 61  : 55 


Tewkesbury  Borough 
Water 

New  connections  to  the  mains — 34. 

One  sample  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from  domestic  main  supply  was  reported  satisfactory. 
Sewerage 

A new  9 in.  foul  sewer  was  constructed  from  Newtown  Pumping  Station  to  the  boundary  of  the  Pyke 
Farm  Estate.  This  can  be  extended  to  the  Borough  boundary  in  the  event  of  any  further  development  in 
the  area. 
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Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : Closing  Orders  made — 5.  Demolition  Orders  made — 1.  Undertakings  accepted 
that  house  not  be  used  for  human  habitation — 1.  Official  representation  made  and  area  declared  a 
clearance  area  containing  13  houses  and  1 house/shop. 

Overcrowding  : No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  or  found  during  the  year. 

New  Houses  : Council— 4 two  bedroomed  flats,  a block  of  old  peoples  dwellings  comprising  10  one 
bedroomed  flats,  6 flats  with  bed  recess,  2 bungalows,  and  three  bedroomed  flat  for  a Warden.  Private- 
19  houses. 

Cheltenham  Rural  District 
Water 

The  Council’s  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality.  All  the  supplies  are  chlorinated. 
Water  mains  were  extended  to  serve  private  housing  development  at  Alderton,  Bishops  Cleeve,  Gothering- 
ton  and  Woodmancote.  In  addition  approximately  \ mile  of  mains  were  laid  at  Greet,  Winchcombe  and 
600  yards  at  Stanway.  The  Council  took  over  the  Private  supply  at  Stanway. 

Sewerage 

Sewers  were  provided  at  Aston  Cross,  Ashchurch  and  in  the  village  of  Swindon.  Work  commenced 
on  the  provision  of  sewers  and  disposal  works  for  Laverton  and  Dumbleton. 

Housing 

Slum  clearance.  By  the  end  of  i960  the  Council  had  dealt  with  all  the  unfit  dwellings  included  in  the 
five  year  programme.  During  1961  a check  was  made  on  borderline  dwellings  as  suggested  in  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Govt,  circular  2/60.  For  this  purpose  all  category  IV  dwellings  as  well  as  a few  in 
category  III  which  were  known  to  have  deteriorated  have  been  surveyed  and  regraded  either  as  category  V 
or  such  higher  category  as  their  condition  warranted.  The  number  resurveyed  was  280  and  these  have 
been  regraded  as  follows  :— Category  I— 46  ; Category  II— 40  ; Category  III— 168  ; Category  V— 13 
(to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Council  as  unfit)  ; Disused  or  demolished — 13.  Total  280. 

New  Houses  : Council  19  (6  of  these  for  old  people)  ; Private  development  339  ; Housing  Association 
12.  Total  370. 

Cirencester  Rural  District 
Water 

Control  of  Water  Undertakings  passed  to  the  Cotswold  Water  Board  on  April  1st,  1961.  Samples 
taken  from  treated  water  in  public  mains  have  all  been  satisfactory. 

The  new  link  mains  from  Cirencester  Urban  District  to  Ewen  was  completed. 

Fairford.  Progress  was  made  on  the  installation  of  public  distribution  mains  and  was  nearly  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Edgeworth  scheme  was  started  and  50%  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Sewerage 

The  Fairford  Sewerage  Scheme  continued  to  make  slow  progress  during  the  year. 

The  South  Cerney  Scheme  continued  satisfactorily  in  spite  of  extremely  difficult  ground  conditions 
which  retarded  progress. 

Ministry  approval  was  received  to  the  Kempsford  and  Whelford  Sewerage  Scheme  after  a Local 
Inquiry. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : Four  Demolition  Orders  and  one  Closing  Order  were  made  and  cottage  improvement, 

stimulated  by  the  ready  availability  of  Improvement  Grants,  progressed  steadily. 

New  Houses  : 12  new  tradition  three  bedroomed  Council  Houses  were  built  at  Woodmancote  and 
46  houses  were  provided  by  private  enterprise. 
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Dursley  Rural  District 

Water  ( including  new  extensions  of  mains  and  reports  on  samples) 

Contracts  were  in  progress  for  the  installation  of  new  pumping  plant  at  Millend  springs  and  the 
laying  of  new  supply  mains  to  the  village  of  Coaley,  with  a new  service  reservoir  situated  at  Cam  Peak. 

161  houses  were  connected  to  the  Council’s  water  mains  and  2,000  yards  of  new  mains  were  laid 
during  the  year  in  the  development  of  new  Housing  Estates  and  extension  of  the  supply  to  areas  within 
the  district  not  previously  served  by  the  public  mains. 

Sewerage 

The  contract  for  the  sewering  of  Kingswood  and  the  construction  of  a new  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
for  the  treatment  of  Wotton-under-Edge  and  Kingswood  sewage  and,  in  agreement  with  the  Thornbury 
R.D.C.,  for  the  treatment  of  Charfield  sewage,  is  now  nearing  completion. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance.  During  the  year  Official  Representations  were  made  in  respect  of  the  following 
Clearance  Areas  : — 

Three  cottages  at  Nind,  Kingswood. 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  5 The  Square,  Valley  Road,  Wotton-under-Edge 
18,  20  and  22  Valley  Road,  Wotton-under-Edge 

An  objection  was  lodged  in  respect  of  the  three  cottages  at  Nind  and  a Ministry  enquiry  was  held. 
All  three  areas  were  confirmed  later  in  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above  Clearance  Areas  24  individual  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with,  making  the  total 
number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  as  35. 

Overcrowding.  Only  one  case  of  overcrowding  came  to  our  notice  during  the  year.  A notice  was 
served  both  on  the  tenant  of  the  house  and  the  owner  ; later  the  overcrowding  resolved  itself. 

New  Houses  : Council — 10  three  bedroomed  houses,  16  two  bedroomed  houses,  3 one  bedroomed 
and  bed-recess  bungalows  (for  aged  persons),  5 one  bedroomed  flats  (for  aged  persons)  and  4 two  bedroomed 
flats. 

There  are  now  over  1,500  Council  houses  in  the  Rural  District  spread  throughout  the  10  Parishes  and 
further  development  is  taking  place  at  Dursley,  Cam  and  Wotton-under-Edge,  which  are  the  main  centres 
of  employment. 

During  1961  the  Council  continued  its  policy  of  building  for  families  displaced  from  unfit  houses  and 
for  the  Central  Electricity  Generating  Board  (Berkeley  Power  Station),  both  of  which  categories  rank  for 
substantial  subsidy,  and  saw  the  Group  Dwellings  scheme  for  old  people  nearing  completion.  This  scheme, 
which  comprises  14  one  bedroomed  bungalows,  a Resident  Warden’s  Flat,  Communal  Room  and  Guest 
Bedroom,  is  situated  at  The  Rangers  Estate,  Dursley. 

Private  Development — 135  dwellings  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 


Gloucester  Rural  District 
Water 

Approximately  8,000  yards  of  new  water  main  were  laid  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  a further  5,000  yards 
had  been  authorised. 

Sewerage 

The  final  stage  of  the  extensions  of  the  Council’s  Longford  Disposal  Works  was  nearing  completion 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Hempsted  and  Upton-St-Leonards  sewerage  schemes  were  in  progress  with 
main-laying  practically  completed  at  Upton  St  Leonards. 

A revised  plan  for  re -sewering  the  Tewkesbury  Road  and  Sandhurst  lane  areas  of  Longford  is  under 
consideration. 
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Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : 91  houses  demolished,  4 houses  closed,  319  persons  displaced. 

New  Houses  : 156  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  with  another  152  under  construction  and  a further 
557  were  built  by  private  enterprise.  Since  April  1945  a total  of  5,439  houses  have  been  built  in  the  district. 
There  were  657  applicants  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  at  the  end  of  1961  compared  with  842  at  the  end 
of  i960. 

North  Cots  wold  Rural  District 
Water 

On  the  1 st  April  1961,  the  Council’s  Water  Undertaking  was  transferred  to  the  new  Cots  wold  Water 
Board. 

Prior  to  the  transfer.  Contract  No.  9 which  included  a new  reservoir  of  100,000  gallons  capacity  at 
Fora  and  the  laying  of  new  mains  to  Temple  Guiting,  Guiting  Power  and  Cutsdean,  was  completed  by 
the  Council.  This  Contract  saw  the  completion  of  the  Council’s  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme. 

T.  he  analysis  of  water  samples  shows  that  148  samples  taken  from  mains  supplies  were  satisfactory 
and  23  were  unsatisfactory  ; 14  samples  taken  from  private  supplies  were  satisfactory  and  34  unsatisfactory. 
In  the  case  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

Sewerage 

During  the  year  contracts  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  the  villages  of  Guiting  Power,  Little 
Rissington  and  Naunton  were  commenced. 

A scheme  for  Lower  Slaughter,  approved  by  the  County  Council,  was  deferred  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  pending  investigations  into  the  sewerage  system  at  Bourton-on-the- 
Water. 

The  scheme  for  Bourton-on-the-Hill  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval  ; schemes  for 
Ebrington  and  Longborough  were  approved  in  principle  by  the  Council. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : Action  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  was  taken  in  respect  of  25  houses. 
New  Houses  : Council — 11  houses  and  2 Old  People’s  bungalows  were  erected  during  the  year. 
66  Private  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 

Northleach  Rural  District 
Water 

All  villages  have  mains  water  available  with  the  exception  of  Withington  and  Yanworth. 

The  Water  Board  was  formed  and  took  over  the  undertaking  on  April  1st,  1961.  Samples  of  treated 
water  were  invariably  satisfactory. 

Sewerage 

The  sewerage  scheme  for  Andoversford  is  now  at  tendering  stage. 

The  Consulting  Engineers  were  asked  to  prepare  schemes  for  Sherborne  and  Bibury. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : Mainly  dealt  with  by  improvement  grants. 

Overcrowding  : Occasionally  families  were  rehoused  because  of  overcrowding  but  this  is  not  a problem 
in  the  district. 

New  Houses  : Private  development — 13  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Sodbury  Rural  District  Council 
Water 

Schemes  are  being  prepared  for  Yate  Lower  Common,  Ashwicke,  Westerleigh  Hill,  Iron  Acton  and 
Bagstone. 
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Sewage 

Schemes  are  in  progress  for  the  Yate/Frampton  Cotterell  link  sewer. 

Schemes  are  in  preparation  for  Horton,  Cold  Ashton,  extensions  at  Old  Sodbury,  Water  Lane, 
Doynton,  Hawkesbury,  Acton  Turville,  Tormarton,  Broad  Lane  Westerleigh  and  Kendleshire  and  for 
extension  of  the  Winterbourne  scheme. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : 16  houses  actually  demolished,  12  families  comprising  32  people  rehoused. 

No  houses  dealt  with  for  overcrowding. 

New  Houses  : Council — 56  council  houses  of  which  12  were  Old  Persons  Dwellings.  Private  develop- 
ment— 682  houses  completed. 


Stroud  Rural  District 
Water 

Description  of  samples  No.  of  samples  B.  Coli.  per  100  mis  {Non  faecal) 

o 1 2 5 10  25 

Untreated  water  ...  ...  ...  6 1 - - 3 - 2 

Water  as  supplied  to  consumers  48  47  1 - - - - 

Main  Laying  : A request  was  received  from  the  Council  to  proceed  with  the  water  supply  at  Vatch 
and  Elcombe  and  the  work  was  put  in  hand  early  in  the  year  and  completed  in  July. 

New  mains  were  laid  in  the  following  places  to  replace  existing  pipes  that  had  become  inadequate  to 
provide  the  supply  required  : Selsley  Hill  ; Selsley  Road,  North  Woodchester  ; Laburnum  Walk, 
Stonehouse  ; Nastend,  Stonehouse. 

Properties  Served  with  mains  water  : The  number  of  properties  served  with  the  Board’s  water  in  the 
Stroud  Rural  District  is  9,420. 

Sewerage 

Sewering  of  Chalford  Parish  proceeded  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  some  10,000  yards  had  been  laid 
and  tested. 

Construction  of  a new  pumping  station  at  Bridgend,  Stonehouse,  is  being  carried  out.  When  finished 
it  will  alleviate  surcharging  of  the  old  main  sewer  and  will  also  enable  three  factories  and  a dairy  to  be 
connected. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : Good  progress  was  maintained,  one  Clearance  Area  being  declared  and  76  individual 
houses  being  represented  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  The  total  number  of  unfit  houses 
cleared  since  the  programme  commenced  is  now  522. 

Overcrowding  : Several  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  in  unfit  houses  and  were  rehoused. 
New  Houses  : Council — 83  (including  31  for  old  people).  Private  development — 83. 


Tetbury  Rural  District 
Water 

The  Council’s  water  undertaking  was  taken  over  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  on  1st  April, 
1961.  The  whole  of  the  Tetbury  Rural  District  is  now  in  the  area  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company, 
with  the  exception  of  the  parishes  of  Avening  and  Cherington  which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Stroud 
District  Water  Board. 

One  short  length  of  3 in.  main  was  laid  to  the  Northfield  Close  housing  site  during  the  year. 

27  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  All  were  from  private  supplies,  19  of  which  were  unsatisfactory. 
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Sewerage 

The  major  portion  of  the  new  sewage  works  for  the  parish  of  Tetbury  was  put  into  operation  towards 
the  end  of  the  year.  Some  300  yards  of  12  in.  sewer  were  relaid  in  Tetbury  to  overcome  surface  water 
infiltration. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance  : Representations  on  14  houses  were  considered  by  the  Council.  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  on  4.  Closing  Orders  on  4,  undertakings  accepted  in  3 cases  and  it  was  decided  to  purchase 
3 cottages  for  temporary  housing  and  redevelopment  purposes. 

Overcrowding  : No  families  were  rehoused  under  this  heading  during  the  year. 

New  Houses  : During  the  year  the  Council  completed  28  houses  and  12  flats  in  Tetbury  and  6 old 
persons’  bungalows  in  Avening. 

Only  4 houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year. 


Thornbury  Rural  District 
Water 

Mains  water  supply  in  the  District  has  been  augmented  by  the  laying  of  6,000  yards  of  duplicate  and/or 
new  mains.  Distribution  has  been  supplemented  by  the  laying  of  4,787  yards  of  mains  to  serve  new  housing 
development. 

The  scheme  for  the  extraction  of  water  from  the  Gloucester/Sharpness  Canal  at  Purton  to  supply 
industrial  and  potable  water  is  in  progress. 

Of  the  9,000  habitable  properties  in  the  District,  8,258  are  now  connected  to  the  mains  in  91.7 
percentage  of  habitable  properties  concerned. 

Official  samples  of  in-put  water  to  the  various  mains  were  chemically  and  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 
Sewerage 

The  Sewerage  Scheme  involving  pumping  of  the  sewage  to  the  Dursley  R.D’s  works  at  Kingswood 
has  been  completed.  Ministry  approval  was  received  for  the  Wanswell  Scheme  (Hamfallow  Parish)  and 
this  is  within  completion.  Approval  has  also  been  received  for  the  Almondsbury  Scheme  and  work  will 
shortly  commence.  The  augmented  technical  staff  in  the  Engineers,  and  Surveyors  Department  are  pro- 
ceeding to  design  schemes  for  the  following  villages  : — Easter  Compton,  Cromhall,  Cribbs  Causeway  and 
Tytherington. 

Thornbury  : The  extension  scheme  has  been  approved. 

Olveston/Tockington  : The  Scheme  is  awaiting  Ministry  Inquiry. 

Schemes  for  Redwick  and  Northwick,  Stone  and  Hallen  are  in  course  of  preparation. 

Housing 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  approved  slum  clearance  programme  is  not  being  maintained,  but  it  is 
anticipated  that  this  will  be  rectified  in  the  subsequent  year’s  programme. 

Slum  Clearance  : 19  families  rehoused. 

Overcrowding  : Nil. 

New  Houses  : Council — Built  for  General  Need  3,  Built  for  Slum  Clearance  19.  Private  develop- 
ment— 216. 


Warmley  Rural  District 
Water 

Most  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  who  are  the  Statutory  Undertakers 
for  the  area.  The  supply  is  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality  and  frequent  testing  is  carried  out  in 
the  Company’s  laboratories. 
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During  the  year  46  Bacteriological  and  4 Chemical  samples  were  taken  from  the  various  private 
supplies  in  the  area.  Two  unsatisfactory  wells  were  closed  as  a result. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  R.D.C.  supplies  at  Hencliffe  Woods  and  Hanham  Mills  were,  by 
agreement,  taken  over  by  the  Statutory  Undertakers.  This  followed  episodes  of  vandalism  at  Hencliffe 
Woods,  which  resulted  in  damage  to  the  break  pressure  tank  and  several  weeks  anxiety  over  the  supply. 
At  one  stage,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  advised  all  householders  to  boil  water  and  emergency  tanks  were 
laid  on.  Later  a new  temporary  tank  was  installed,  resulting  in  improved  purity,  and  boiling  notices  were 
withdrawn.  Subsequent  bacteriological  samples  have  given  satisfactory  results.  It  is  the  Company’s 
intention  to  build  a new  permanent  break  pressure  tank. 

There  is  only  one  public  standpipe  in  the  district,  this  being  situated  at  Hencliffe  Woods.  Several 
houses  are  however  supplied  from  external  taps. 

The  Golden  Valley,  Newpit  Lane  and  parts  of  Upton  Cheyney  and  Beach  are  still  without  main 
supplies. 

Sewerage 

Sewage  Disposal  : The  existing  sewage  works  at  Conham  are  being  “ run  down  ” and,  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  Corporation  of  Bristol,  all  sewage  will  ultimately  discharge  into  the  City’s  trunk  sewers. 
The  conversion  is  being  phased  to  avoid  operational  difficulties. 

Sewers 

(a)  Trunk  Sewers.  The  Kings  wood  and  Warmley  Joint  Sewerage  Committee  have  agreed  to  enlarge 
the  trunk  sewer  to  a capacity  sufficient  to  meet  the  present  and  future  need  of  both  districts.  The  Consulting 
Engineers  have  already  completed  their  survey  and  contract  documents  should  be  available  in  1962. 

(b)  Branch  Sewers.  The  Council  are  still  trying  to  get  approval  for  the  provision  of  branch  sewers 
at  North  Common  in  the  Parish  of  Bitton. 

Tenders  have  been  approved  for  the  provision  of  sewers  to  eliminate  the  existing  cesspool  drainage  in 
the  Whittucks  Road  area,  Hanham. 

Housing 

Clearance  Areas 

Unfit  houses  dealt  with  by  Clearance  Orders  : 27 
Unfit  houses  purchased  by  agreement  : 6 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  under  section  17  : 15 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given  by  the  owners  under  Section  16  and  still  in 
force  : 1 

(c)  Part  of  buildings  closed  (Section  18)  : — 

(d)  Closing  Orders  made  : 1 

Properties  Rendered  Fit  : Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  : 18 

New  Houses  Erected 

(a)  Total  number  erected  during  year — Council  220  (including  77  O.P.D.)  ; Private  Enterprise  402. 
Number  of  houses  under  construction  but  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year — Council  73, 
Private  Enterprise  168. 

(b)  New  houses  erected  during  year  with  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Act  : 77. 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  Milk  Supply 

The  number  of  licensed  plants  in  operation  at  the  end  of  1961  was  20,  a reduction  of  three  due  to  a 
trend  towards  concentration  of  pasteurisation  in  larger  dairies. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  Laboratory  examination  during  1961  was  1,750.  There  were 
33  failures  of  the  Phosphatase  Test.  Of  the  number  of  samples  tested  27  failed  the  keeping  quality  test. 
Two  of  the  plants  which  ceased  to  operate  gave  17  failures  between  them.  From  the  commencement  of 
the  year  both  of  the  statutory  tests  were  modified  and  the  more  stringent  standards  could  account  for  some 
of  the  failures.  The  cause  of  failures  were  ascertained  and  the  plant  operators  were  advised  on  prevention 
and  where  appropriate  to  replace  faulty  mechanisms. 

The  sampling  of  designated  milk  (i.e.  Sterilised,  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  Tested)  has  been  extended 
as  since  April,  1961,  the  whole  of  the  County  has  become  a specified  area.  330  samples  of  Pasteurised, 
55  Sterilised  and  108  Raw  Tuberculin  Tested  milks  were  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Officers  for 
examination.  Of  these  9 Pasteurised  Milks  were  unsatisfactory  and  n Tuberculin  Tested  Milks  failed  the 
keeping  quality  test. 

(a)  School  Milk  Supplies 

The  number  of  schools  receiving  Pasteurised  Milk  was  469.  During  the  year  of  this  report  the  number 
of  schools  receiving  a raw  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  was  again  reduced  and  is  now  only  2.  They  are  in  a 
remote  part  of  the  County  and  supplied  by  one  supplier.  The  number  of  Pasteurised  Milk  Samples  taken 
was  950  and  4 were  taken  from  the  two  Tuberculin  Tested  suppliers  : — There  were  62  Pasteurised  Milk 
failures,  of  these  only  4 failed  the  Phosphatase  Test. 

One  third  of  the  keeping  quality  test  failures  originated  from  one  supplier.  After  appropriate  action 
there  was  an  improvement.  One  of  the  four  of  the  raw  milk  samples  failed  the  keeping  quality  test. 

All  Raw  Milk  samples  were  submitted  for  biological  examination. 

( h ) Milk  Suppliers  to  County  Council  Properties 

80  samples  of  Milk  from  establishments  under  the  Control  of  the  County  Council  were  taken,  77  being 
Pasteurised  Milk. 

(c)  Milk  Supplies  to  Hospitals 

Periodic  sampling  of  milk  delivered  to  the  hospitals  of  the  Gloucester,  Stroud  and  Forest  Group  has 
been  continued.  All  samples  were  satisfactory. 

(d)  Hospital  Dairy  Farm 

The  sampling  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  produced  at  Coney  Hill  Hospital  Farm  has  been  continued 
on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  12  Samples  were  taken  ; all  satisfied  the  prescribed  test.  They  were 
also  submitted  for  biological  examination.  To  date  no  positive  results  have  been  reported. 

(e)  Biological  Examination  of  Milk 

During  the  period  of  this  report,  127  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  for  biological  examination. 
There  were  no  positive  reports  of  Brucella  Abortus  or  Tubercle  Bacillus. 

2.  Water  Sampling 

A number  of  visits  were  made  to  check  on  the  Water  Supply  at  premises  used  as  adventure  centres. 
Drinking  water  supplies  at  Schools  and  other  County  Council  properties  have  been  submitted  for 
examination.  No  unsatisfactory  results  were  reported. 
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3.  Food  Hygiene 

A good  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained  in  school  canteen  kitchens,  central  cooking  depots, 
serving  rooms  and  schools  and  kitchens  at  Nurseries  and  Old  People’s  Homes.  The  requirements  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have  been  generally  observed. 

4.  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order  1957 

The  number  of  Licensed  premises  for  the  processing  of  waste  food  has  again  increased.  At  the  end  of 
December  64  licenses  were  in  operation,  an  increase  of  10  on  the  total  for  i960. 


Summary  Table  of  Milk  Samples 


Origin  of  Samples 

Ster. 

Milk 

Pasteurised  Milk 

Raw  T.T. 

Total 

Samples 

Examined 

Turbidity 

Test 

Phos. 

Test 

Meth.  Blue 
Test 

Meth.  Blue 
Test 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Licensed  Pasteurising  Plants 

— 

— 

L7I7 

33 

L723 

27 

___ 

_ 

Ij75° 

Specified  Area  Samples 

55 

— 

323 

7 

328 

2 

97 

11 

493 

School  Milks 

— 

— 

946 

4 

896 

4 

3 

1 

954 

Other  G.C.C.  Properties  ... 

— 

— 

77 

— 

75 

2 

3 



80 

Hospitals 

— 

— 

22 

— 

22 

— 

- 

22 

Other  Sources 

— 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

9 

5.  REPORT  ON  THE  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  BY  ANIMAL  HEALTH  DIVISION,  MINISTRY 
OF  AGRICULTURE,  FISHERIES  AND  FOOD  (GLOUCESTER)  DURING  1961 

I am  obliged  to  Mr  F.  J.  Hill,  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  for  this  report. 


(a)  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  and  Orders 


Disease 

19 

61 

i960 

Negative 

Reports 

Investigated 

No.  of 
Confirmed 
Cases 

Negative 

Reports 

Investigated 

No.  of 
Confirmed 
Cases 

Anthrax 

125 

3 

131 

7 

Atrophic  Rhinitis  ... 

— 

— 

Foot  and  Mouth  ... 

2 

__ 

8 

1 

Fowl  Pest  ... 

92 

44 

49 

1 

Swine  Fever 

68 

17 

66 

11 

Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

62 


(i b ) Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

On  3 1. 1 2. 6 1 the  position  regarding  dairy  herds  in  the  division  was  as  lollows  : — 

(i)  Total  No.  of  Attested  Dairy  Herds  ...  ...  2,730 

(ii)  No.  of  Licensed  T.T.  Dairy  Herds  ...  ...  2,550 

(iii)  No.  of  Attested  Non-designated  dairy  herds  ...  180 

In  addition  there  were  1,955  attested  non-dairy  and  beef  herds  making  a total  of  4,685  Attested  Herds 
in  the  County. 

During  the  year  2,757  dairy  herds  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  licensed  T.T.  herds 
involving  the  clinical  examination  of  131,152  cattle. 

(c)  Tuberculous  Milk — Veterinary  Investigations 

During  1951  no  initial  reports  of  tubercle  bacilli  having  been  found  in  bulk  milk  samples  were  received 
from  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Following  the  occurrence  of  a case  of  tuberculosis  in  a baby  aged  5 months,  this  department  was 
asked  by  the  Local  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  carry  out  a check  on  the  milk  supply  with  a view  to  ascer- 
taining the  source  of  infection  in  the  case.  The  herd  supplying  the  milk  to  the  family  in  question  was 
clinically  examined,  and  group  milk  samples  taken  from  all  the  cows  were  submitted  for  biological  examina- 
tion with  negative  results. 

(d)  Congenital  Bovine  Tuberculosis 

No  cases  of  Congenital  Bovine  Tuberculosis  were  reported  by  xMedical  Officers  of  Health  during  1961. 

(e)  Brucella  Abortus  Infection  in  Milk 

No  reports  were  received  from  Medical  Officers  of  Health  involving  illness  in  human  beings  from 
the  consumption  of  milk  infected  with  Brucella  Abortus. 

(/)  Tuberculosis  Attested  Herds  Scheme/ Area  Eradication  Plan  for  Tuberculosis 

During  1961,  183,503  cattle  were  tuberculin  tested  in  this  division,  when  535  reactors  were  disclosed 
representing  0.29%  of  the  animals  tested.  Visible  lesions  of  tuberculosis  were  found  in  70%  of  the  reactors 
02  post  mortem  examinations  carried  out  at  the  slaughterhouses,  and  in  one  case  where  no  visible  lesions 
were  found  on  P.M.E.,  material  submitted  for  guinea  pig  inoculation  was  positive  for  Myco-bacterium 
tuberculosis. 

(g)  Calf  Vaccination  Scheme 

In  1961,  8,195  calves  and  heifers  prior  to  service  were  vaccinated  under  the  above  scheme  which 
operates  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  immunity  against  infection  with  contagious  abortion. 

This  scheme  is  to  be  replaced  on  1st  May,  1962,  by  a free  calf  vaccination  service  with  Strain  19 
vaccine. 

The  aim  is  to  build  up  a national  herd  highly  protected  against  outbreaks  of  abortion  by  the  vaccination 
of  all  female  animals  during  a certain  period  of  calf  hood.  Vaccination  at  this  time  (i.e.  between  the  151st 
and  240th  day  of  life)  will  ensure  that  the  great  majority  will  have  ceased  to  react  to  the  blood  (agglutination) 
test  by  the  time  of  first  calving,  and  it  has  been  found  that  vaccination  if  carried  out  during  this  period  of 
calf  hood  will  in  most  cases  protect  against  abortion  for  at  least  five  pregnancies. 

(Ji)  Poultry  Stock  Improvement  Plan 

Under  this  scheme  Animal  Health  Division  is  responsible  for  blood  testing  of  the  adult  birds  of 
flock  owners  to  ensure  that  such  flocks  are  kept  free  from  infection  with  Bacillary  White  Diarrhoea 
(S.  Pullorum)  and  Fowl  Typhoid  (S.  Gallinarum).  During  1961,  118,891  fowls  (including  turkeys)  were 
blood  tested  in  71  flocks  when  41  reactors  were  disclosed. 
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(i)  Salmonellosis  in  Cattle 

During  November,  1961,  a report  was  received  from  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  several  cases  of 
food  poisoning  had  occurred  in  humans,  and  the  cause  of  this  had  been  traced  to  unpasteurised  milk 
supplied  by  a local  dairy. 

A clinical  examination  of  the  herd  involved  supplying  milk  to  this  dairy  was  carried  out  with  negative 
results,  and  initial  examination  of  individual  milk  samples  and  faeces  from  the  cows  were  negative — 
although  Salmonella  heidelberg  was  isolated  from  one  calf  which  was  being  fed  on  milk  from  the  herd. 
Further  faeces  and  milk  sampling  was  undertaken  and  Salmonella  heidelberg  was  isolated  from  the  milk 
of  one  cow.  This  cow  was  free  from  symptoms,  but  it  was  slaughtered  and  on  post  mortem  the  right  fore 
quarter  of  the  udder  showed  an  area  of  haemorrhages  several  inches  in  diameter  with  numerous  blood 
spots  scattered  throughout  the  affected  tissue.  Salmonella  heidelberg  was  again  recovered  from  the  under 
tissue.  Further  rectal  and  milk  samples  have  been  taken  from  this  herd  and  up  to  the  present  these  have 
all  been  negative  indicating  that  the  source  of  infection  was  the  cow  referred  to  above. 

(j)  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

No  cattle  were  slaughtered  under  this  order  during  1961. 

(k)  The  Slaughterhouse  ( Hygiene ) Regulations,  1958  and  The  Slaughter  of  Animals  ( Prevention  of  Cruelty ) 
Regulations,  1958 

During  the  year  inspection  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  County  was  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
above  regulations,  in  conjunction  with  the  Public  Health  Inspector  of  the  Local  Authorities  concerned. 


SECTION  F 
MISCELLANEOUS 


Registered  Nursing  Homes 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  sixteen  nursing  homes  registered  in  the  County.  These  homes 
provide  215  beds  for  general  cases  and  4 maternity  cases.  These  figures  include  Cheltenham  Borough  who 
continue  to  administer  powers  of  registration  under  Section  194  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 
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TABLE  I— BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


Districts 

Estimated 

Population 

BIRT 

HS 

DEATHS 

Live 

Births 

Still  Births 

Total 

Under  1 year 

Infantile 

J Under  4 weeks 

Under  i week 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

Total 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Pop. 

Leg. 

IUeg. 

Total 

S.B. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Total 
Births 

No. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Pop. 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

Total 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Live 

Births 

Leg. 

IUeg. 

Total 

Rate 

1,000 

Live 

Births 

Leg. 

IUeg. 

Total 

Rate 

1,000 

Live 

Births 

Urban 

Charlton  Kings 

Cheltenham  M.B. 

Cirencester 

Kingswood 

Mangotsfield 

Nailsworth 

Stroud 

Tewkesbury  M.B. 

7,660 

72.930 

12,260 

25,780 

24,080 

3.710 

17,360 

5,800 

IOI 

1,263 

184 

554 

409 

49 

254 

112 

2 

94 

13 

9 

9 

11 

5 

103 

1,357 

197 

563 

18 

49 

265 

117 

13-45 

18.61 

16.07 

21.84 

17.36 

13.21 

15.26 

20.17 

2 

13 

4 

6 

6 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

I 

2 

15 

6 

7 

6 

2 

4 

2 

19.04 

10.93 

29.56 

12.28 

14.16 

39.21 

14.87 

16.81 

72 

903 

190 

253 

220 

48 

199 

82 

9-39 

12.38 

15-5 

9.81 

9.14 

12.93 

11.47 

14.14 

31 

1 

II 

6 

2 

5 

1 

I 

I 

32 

1 

II 

6 

2 

5 

2 

23.58 

5.08 

19.54 

14.35 

40.82 

18.87 

17.09 

19 

10 

5 

2 

4 

1 

I 

I 

20 

10 

5 

2 

4 

2 

14-73 

17.76 

11.96 

40.82 

15.10 

17.09 

17 

8 

5 

2 

3 

1 

I 

18 

8 

5 

2 

3 

1 

13.26 

14.21 

11.96 

40.82 

11.32 

8.54 

Total  U.D. 

169,580 

2,926 

143 

3,069 

18.09 

39 

5 

44 

14.13 

1,967 

11.59 

57 

2 

59 

19.23 

41 

2 

43 

14.02 

36 

I 

37 

12.06 

Rural 

Cheltenham 

Cirencester 

Dursley 

East  Dean 
Gloucester 

Lydney 

Newent 

North  Cotswold 

Northleach 

Sodbury 

Stroud 

Tetbury 

Thombury 

Warmley 

West  Dean 

31,140 

15,490 

18,320 

20,740 

46,570 

12,800 

8,670 

20,000 

7,880 

44,850 

27,380 

6,850 

30,130 

20,000 

17,580 

555 

295 

288 

325 

858 

204 

146 

325 

126 

847 

394 

105 

607 

425 

282 

3i 

11 

10 

14 

43 

5 

6 

15 

6 

30 

21 

2 

25 

10 

14 

586 

306 

298 

339 

901 

209 

152 

34° 

132 

877 

415 

107 

632 

435 

296 

18.82 

19-75 

16.27 

16.35 

19-35 

16.33 

17-53 

17.00 

16.75 

19.55 

15.16 

15.62 

20.97 

21-75 

16.84 

10 

5 

9 

5 

11 

2 

3 

4 

15 

5 

2 

6 

5 

5 

1 

2 

I 

I 

10 

5 

10 

5 

13 

2 

3 

4 

16 

6 

2 

6 

5 

5 

16.78 

16.08 

32.46 

14-53 

14.22 

9-47 

19.36 

29.42 

17.92 

14.25 

18.35 
9.40 

11.36 
16.62 

295 

135 

175 

244 

528 

139 

102 

236 

85 

442 

335 

82 

302 

144 

219 

9-47 

8.72 

9-55 

11.77 

II-33 

10.86 

11.77 

11.8 

10.78 
9.85 
12.23 

11.97 

10.02 

7.20 

12.46 

11 

7 

5 

8 

17 

8 

2 

6 

4 

15 

6 

3 

7 

4 

5 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

12 

7 

5 

8 

17 

9 

3 

6 

4 

16 

6 

3 

8 

4 

5 

20.47 

22.88 

16.78 

23.60 

18.87 

43-06 

19.73 

17.65 

30.31 

18.24 

14.46 

28.03 

12.66 

9.19 

16.90 

8 

6 

2 

8 

12 

7 

2 

4 

1 

9 

5 

3 

5 

4 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

9 

6 

2 

8 

12 

7 

3 

4 

1 

10 

5 

3 

6 

4 

3 

15.36 

19.61 

6.71 

23.6 

13-32 

33-50 

19.73 

11.77 

7.58 

11.40 

12.05 

28.03 

9-49 

9.19 

10.14 

7 

5 

2 

8 

10 

7 

2 

2 

1 

9 

4 

3 

5 

4 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

8 

5 

2 

8 

10 

7 

3 

2 

1 

10 

4 

3 

6 

4 

3 

13.66 

16.34 

6.71 

23.6 

11. 10 
33-50 
19-73 
5.88 
7.58 
11.40 
9.64 
28.03 
9-49 
9.19 
10.14 

Total  R.D. 

328,400 

5,782 

243 

6,025 

18.35 

87 

5 

92 

15.04 

3,463 

10.54 

108 

5 

113 

18.75 

79 

4 

8.3 

13-77 

72 

4 

76 

12.61 

County  Totals 

497,980 

8,708 

386 

9,094 

18.26 

126 

10 

136 

14-73 

5,430 

10.9 

165 

7 

172 

18.91 

120 

6 

126 

13.86 

108 

5 

113 

12.43 

' 


TABLE  II—1961  SUMMARY  ( 


Districts 

Scarlet  1 
Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

r 

Ac.  Polio- 
myelitis 

P NP 

Measles 

Diph- 

theria 

Ac. 

Pneu- 

monia 

Dysentery 

Small- 

pox 

Ac.  E 
Lethar 

I. 

nc, 

gic 

PI 

Urban 

Charlton  Kings  . . . 

I 

— 

— 

26 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Cheltenham  M.B. 

14 

11 

1 

1 

516 

- 

12 

4 

Cirencester 

26 

6 

— 

— 

2 8 

8 

30 

■ 

Kingswood 

10 

22 

— 

— 

546 

- 

2 

5 

Mangotsfield 

6 

25 

— 

— 

701 

' 

19 

Nailsworth 

5 

17 

— 

— 

45 

1 

1 

Stroud 

11 

13 

— 

— 

426 

3 

Tewkesbury  M.B. 

2 

3 

— 

— 

46 

- 

Totals  U.D.  ... 

75 

97 

1 

1 

2,544 

— 

26 

58 

— 

— 

Rural 

Cheltenham 

1 c 

6 

— 

— 

329 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Cirencester 

14 

6 

— 

- — 

V'"' 

00 

CS 

— 

8 

23 

Dursley  

16 

12 

— 

— 

360 

— 

3 

1 

East  Dean 

11 

3 

— 

— 

794 

— 

2 

9 

Gloucester 

6 

15 

1 

— 

T,0C4 

— 

22 

— 

Lydney  

2 

2 

— 

— 

165 

— 

6 

— 

Newent 

8 

15 

— 

— 

204 

— 

6 

North  Cotswold  ... 

7 

11 

— 

— ■ 

5i7 

— 

10 

" 

Northleach 

5 

7 

— 

— 

109 

— 

109 

2 

■ 

Sodbury  ... 

16 

68 

1 

— 

1,223 

— 

17 

66 

” 

Stroud 

17 

38 

— 

— 

349 

— 

12 

4 

Tetbury  ... 

1 

12 

— 

— 

53 

— 

3 

— 

Thombury 

4 

16 

— 

— 

848 

— 

1 

37 

Warmley  ... 

8 

11 

— 

— 

403 

— 

1 

2 

West  Dean 

1 1 

1 

— 

— 

509 

10 

2 

. 

Totals  R.D.  . . . 

137 

223 

2 

— • 

7,I53 

— 

214 

146 

— 

— 

County  Totals  ... 

212 

320 

3 

1 

9,697 

— 

240 

204 

— 

— 

C.P. — Chicken  Pox 


IOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 


Para- 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Meningo- 

coccal 

Infection 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Ophthal- 

mia 

Tuberculosis 

i 

Other 

IN  CUlldL— 

orum 

Pul- 

monary 

Meninges 
and  CNS 

Other 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

i 

3 

44 

— 

19 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

78  C.P. 

— 

— 

— 

15 

4 

— 

8 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

i 

32 

— 

— 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

2 

75 

59 

— 

7i 

— 

1 

78  C.P. 

1 Malaria 

— 

3 

— 

i 

3 

— 

6 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

3 

— 

6 

1 

3 

23  C.P. 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

i 

2 

— 

3 

6 

— 

18 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

— 

2 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

II 

— 

— 

I 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

3 

— 

12 

— 

2 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

7 

— 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

2 

I 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

I 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

I 

i 

9 

— 

— ■ 

— 

i 

3i 

3 

3i 

3i 

i 

9i 

1 

15 

28  C.P. 

i 

39 

5 

106 

90 

i 

162 

1 

16 

106  C.P. 
i M. 
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